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SERVICE IN THE PHILIPPINES 
By Lieut. Samuel P, Miils, Air Corps 
Special Correspondent 















Ed.Note: This is the-second article by Lieut. Mills on the above subject, 
his first article "From 'Frisco to Menila" appeared in Vol. X No. 5 of the NEWS 
LETTER, and he promises to send in other sketcnes of life in the Philippines in the 
near iuture, 






It hes been said that the grandest experiences in the world are, to a greater 
or less extent, a state of mind - and so it is with service in the Philippines. 

It may prove "two years lost any way you look at it" - in a germ laden country of 
burning heat and torrential downpours - or it can easily be two years of golden days 
and silver nights which fly on their way all too quickly. You and you alone can 
make the choice. Happy, indeed, is the family with a single choice in this respect. 
This little sketch will be written from the latter angle, end another may tell you 
of the other side. 

It is about 4:30 4.M. of vour second day in the Philippines, when you are awak- 
ened by a most extraordinary sound. At first in your semi-conscious moments it 
seems a long way off and of almost musicel quality coming as if in waves - now loud- 
er, now more softly. In a few minutes though the musical quality has disappeared 
and the air is so vibrant with high pitched crows and squawks overlepping each other 
that a continuous din results. It is really beyond cescription in the utter com- 
pleteness of its discord; for the two million roosters which make Manila vicinity 
their home are awake and greeting the daw with cries of joy. in addition, a few 
million hens contribute heavily to the confusion, in this country the hen cackles 
just as loud as in the States but lays egzs only half as lerge, but the male bird 
can fight. Half of these noble birds will be victors or vanquished ere the Christ- 
nas chimes are heard and their razor edged spurs handed over to a new generation 
of fighters. ‘ 

After your family hes egreed upon one point at least - that it is, indeed, dif- 
ficult to imagine yourselves ten thousand miles from home, ydu will likely discuss 
your first day in the Islands. I+ wae such a busy one and such a pleasant one that 
to save your life you cannot remember when or how you came home awfully late in the 
evening, but here you are, safe and happy, so why worry over.mere details. A cool 
shower now follows and a stroi]. about the lawn just to orient yourself. A few mo- 
ments may elapse while you gaze outward over an expanse of the light blue lazily 
moving waters of Manila Bay. There may be e new boat in sight waiting at the en- 
trance of the breakwater and you wonder if it carries that check you. had hoped to 
receive in Frisco or any other mail from home. 

A young Filipino (the term "Filipino" is usually applied to those Christian 
people of the Archipelago, while "Philippino" may refer to any native in the Islands. 
of about fifteen years of age now approaches softly with word from the hostess (for 
you are being entertained untii you find a place for yourself) that breakfast is 
ready, This lad is of slight build, about five feet tall.and brown as a chestnut, 
his gold-capped teeth appearing as ne gives you a suggestion of a smile. Full 
length white trowsers, a semi-transparent shirt hanging loosely outside them, and 
straight combed black hair held securely in place by one of the much advertised 
"Lie Flat" agencies, edd an air of oriental charm to the occasion. He preceecs 
you to the door, opens it and politely waits for you to enter. Then he removes his 
inch thick wooden sandals and, bare footed, enters behind you. The hostess now 
greets you, and after inquiring as to how you all siept and if the mosquitoes 
troubled you explains that "This is Casciano, my house boy". Turning to the boy 
she continues, "Now, Casciano, Captain Jones and Mrs. Jones are going to be with 
us a few days and you do anytning that they want". "Yes, Ma'am", he answers mochane | 
ically and tiptoes to the kitchen while you sit down to a daintily arranged break- 
| | fast, beginning with mango, papaye, or strawberries from Baguio. 

-l- V~-5634, A.C. 



































The .ostescs will in ail probability -pologize for serving cenned milk, "But you 
see the babies in Manila take the siuell aaount of fresh wilk and "Searbrand" is real- 
ly so expensive here", she adds wy wey of explanetion. "It's very fine", you cheer- 
fully lie in replying, “but where is the Liesutenent this mornine?" “Oh, he took the 
bus for Camp Nichols at six thirty, but he left the Flivver for you", she replies. 

In the course of the conversation-.you learn that Casciano serves at the table, 
cleans the house, polishes the brass and leather goods, cleans the white shoes, 
washes the Fords -- aud the dog - and caters to the desires and whims of his mistress 
in ea vhousanc difierert ways. For these multitude of services he is paid fifteen *o 
twenty pesos (or seven dollars anc fifty cents to ten dollars) 2 month and his food 
of rice, bread ani fish (about six pesos more). In three or four years he will be- 
come = "combinction boy", having all his old duties and cooking besides for a small 
faiuily or one of limited means. He will then earn twenty-five to forty pesos per 
mouth. His next promotion will be to that of cook, when he may after long years of 
experience earn as much es fiity pesos per month. 

aiter breakfast your hostess drives you to the Quartermaster Warehouse in Port 
4ret., opposite Pier One, where the THOMAS docked. Here you visit the Finance Of- 
ficer on the second floor and with surprisingly little difficulty draw your last 
month's pay, rental and all, for the THOMAS is but “temporary shelter", Returning 
to the ground floor the hostess will take you to the "Memorandum Receipt" branch 
where a kindly Warrant Officer knows just how your family is fixed and that you need 
&@ “good"ice box. You select meny articles of furniture, as perchance your goods dic 
not arrive on the THOMAS. After noting that each article is ectually tagged with 
your name, $hur hostess will then stroll to the south end of the building to the 
cold stores for celery, lettuce, cabbage, etc., and it's "first come, first served". 

The drive home is over sp:rcious’y wide asphalt ronds. On your right are the 
piers, Pier (7) beings probe ly the finest in the Orient. When completed it will ac- 
comnodate two President boets dosked end to end on each side. Manila's pride in 
this structure is, indeed, justified. A turn to the left end you pess the point 
where Legasni, the Spanish explorer-Conqueror, and first Governor of the Philippines, 
landed. Here today is a 20th Century ice crean parlor where your hostess likely 
will treat you to ice cream or cocoa cola end pay for it while you study the centavor 
in your hand. The next point of interest is the Manila Hotel on the left. Like 
Pier 7, this is reputed to be the Orient's best, but the New Majestic Hotel in 
Shanghai is probabiy a more magnificient siructure. Above this attractive gray buil.: 
ing floats "Old Glory", then the Philippine colors, while on a seéord tower is a red 
flag with a large white dollar sign ($) in its center, the last indicating that Mr. 
Robert Dollar has a Trans-Pecific liner in town. 

& large open square nov opens to the left while an unobstructed view of the buy 
is on the right. "The Luneta", that open square, recalls many historical events 
dealing with the life blood of the Philippine people. Here the Spaniards executed 
Vilipino leaders of the opposition, and here Rizal, the Filipino National Here, sank 
beneath a fusilade of their bullets. Just north of the old Luneta may be seen the 
wail of the old walled city with its frowning parapets and watch towers gazing si- 
lently thru' the years at the ever changing scene below. its guns are long since 
silent, its magezines are filled with gardeners' tools and athletic equipment, and 
its cherished moat now forms an up-to-date golf course and a series of sunken garders 
In place of the old cannon and musket balls the little white rubber spheres of none 
too skilled goliers now drop within and constantly bombard the outer walls... Fort 
Santiago at the Pasiz River end of the wall now houses the administrative offices of 
@ peaceful American Army, while several officers’ quarters are actually located alon 
the top of the wall, 

Looking across aud beyond one sees the new “Capitol” or legislative building 
with its spotless cream colored walls rising above the trees. Another turn and the 
Army and Navy Club is passed, and Dewey Boulevard is followed along the shore, a 
beautiful though quiet street at this time of the day. -A few moments more and you 
are home again. The Monsoon breeze is blowing refreshingly from the Southeast, (for 
it is between December and Mey) across the porch and into the open house. The doors 
and windows seem immense, the windows sliding apart to the richt and left. Each 
window and door uses white shells cut into two and one-half inch squares. A medium 
sized house will contain from four thousand to eight thousand such squares in its 
windows and doors, This type of construction obvietes the use of curtains and per- 
mits the use of native products. Shells are also used extensively for lamr shales, 
trays end souvenirs of various kinds. It is not uncommon to see houses in wnicn ~ 
uearly the eutire side of a room opens. The majority of houses are of the clovated 

alien ° V-5634,A.C. 





my 


ed 
id 


ils. 


ed 


Ly 


ink 


16 


fox 
arc 


4m 


Cw 


ed 


tungalow type, built upon timbers or cemert posts ‘about six feet above the ground. 
This type of coustrucition catches o little more breeze and discourages various 
“crawling things" from entering. , 

It is, indeed, an ever present source of interest to sit upon the porch and 
watch the resi of the world go by. Tue ierge number of Ford automooiles seen drive 
away any tendency toward homesickness. Other cars, ranging from little old Hup- 
mobiles "20's" of a decade and a half ago to the last word in Packard Straight 8's 
also slip by, and yet the oid transportation is very much in evidence too. As one 
wetches, two Chinese coolies trot by carrying, suspended from a pole between their 
shoulders, a complete uparedor (wardrobe), a large trunk and other heavy articles. 
The periect harmony end rhythm between their noiseless springy steps and the bend- 
ing of the pole impresses one with the calm "take it as you find it - but take it" 
creed of these Orientals. At a much slower speed a curabeao and cart enter the 
picture. This animal is the real beast of burden of the Islends. For centuries 
he hes hauled their loads, pulled their crude plows thru the muddy rice paddies, 
aud even supported native cenerals upon his broad back in periods of national emer- 
zency. Even within the memory of many of ourselves has he dragged our own American 
artillery up the steep mountain sides, rescued our 20th Century trucks from seem- 
ingly bottomless mudholes and very recently has been the prime mover in “gassing” 
our majestic Martin Bombers, but here we are digressing - as this scene unfolds: be- 
iore us we certainly do feel a "kick". Manila is, indeed, the meeting point betweei. 
the Bast and West, the Old World and the New. We are sometimes too: prone to con- 
sider anything not done our way not done efficiently or correctly, but let us con- 
sider -.man power 1s cheaper here than in the States, i.e., hour for hour; gasoline 
is nearly double in price here(except when purdhased at eighteen to twenty-two cent: 
per gallon from the Quartermaster). It is, therefore, safe to assume that the foot 
"Chino" carriers and cara2so Grivers will survive for some time to come, 

The Flivver is now warmed up and headed South for Camp Nichols, A short run 
along M.H. del Pilar Street follows (named for the twentystwo year old Philippine 
General who fell berore American arms at Tridad Pass: during the Insurrection), and 
then across to A. Mabini Street:.(named for a Philippine Patriot or Irreconcilable 
whom the Americans imprisoned several years ago on Guam Island). Along the latter 
street a few five-room livable houses at )35 a month rent are pointed-out. After 
passing the old Spanish Fort, shelled by Admiral Dewey in 1898, and the wrecks of 
two old Spanish boats driven ashore at that time, one enters the suburb of Pasay, 9 
growing town which wenila hopes to absorb. After dodging goats, pigs, trolley cars, 
bicycles, automobiles, carabaos and squatting brown forms one finally reaches. the 
end of the car line, about seven-eights of a mile from the flying field. Here the 
scene changes, as more residences are encountered. The Polo Club with its smooth 
green polo field in the foregroun@, its lerge outdoor swimming pool, its pagodaized 
water tower and its tennis courts, with now and then a bit of the Bay showing be- 
yond, makes a most alluring pictvre. A few paces north, but hidden amid the foliage 
is the home of the Philippine Senate President, Manuel Quezon, supporter of Philip- 
pine Independence, i 

Immediately opvosite the club is to be seen a unique arrangement of cottages, 
the group being knowm as the Valhalla. Here a femily may live a week, a month or 
longer in a clean-screened, ant-proof cottage. The cost will be from $125 to $160 
a month with meals for two, altogether a quite satisfectory proposition for a new- 
comer. The same street is now known as F.B. Harrison (named for Governor-General 
Harrison, 1913-1921). The next voint of interest is "Camp Nichols No. 2", a private 
owned group of cement houses ranging in price from $60 to $75 per month. The next 
quarter mile leads through a typical Barrio (village), where natives are building 
dugout type boats, repairing immense fishing nets, operating markets, playing ping- 
pong and football and training roosters for the local pit. A sudden turn to the 


‘left just prior to the "miniature hotels", Yokohoma, Kobe, etc., and we are face 


to face with the guard at Camp Nichols. From the gate (20 minutes from the center 
of Manila by autowobile) , we can see a stone church directly ahead and the Field, 
whose big development was started by Major B.Q, Jones just beyond it. 

---000-~—= 


LAUNCH NAMED AFTER DECEASED AIR CORPS OFFICER 


The 30-foot launch at France Field, Panama”Canal Zone, heretofore called the 

*samagetgll has been renamed the "Lieut. Thomas C, Tonkin", in honor of 2nd Lieut. 

2omas C,. Tonkin, Air Corns, who was killed. in an airplane accident which occurrec 
in the Canal Zone, May 2, 1919, 
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THE PAN- AMERICAN FLIGHT 
By Captain Ross G. Hoyt, Air Corps 
(Continued from last issue) 


The gasoline and lubricating oil for the flight are to be furnished on con- 
tract with a commercial organization. Circular proposals asking for bids to fur- 
nish the gasoline and oil were dispatched and contrect awarded to the American Oil 
Co. é; 

This system exemplifies the procurement and distribution of fuel and oil to a 
great extent, and relieves the flight personnel and advance officers of this added 
responsibility. Approximately 50,000 gallons of gasoline and 5,000 gallons of lub- 
ricating oil are being made available. ; 

As shown by the time-table of the flight, approximately 140 days will have 
@lapsed from the start of the flight at San Antonio until its completion at Bolling 
Field, Washington, D.C. During this time a total of approximately 250 hours will 
be spent in the air by the ten pilots composing the personnel of the flight. No 
attempt is being made to set up a speed record for the flight, as the purpose of 
same prohibits such. 

On July 26, 1926, shortly after the tentative approval of the flight was given 
by the War Department, a Board of Officers consisting of Brigadier-General James 5, 
Fechet, Assistant Chief of Air Corps, Training and Operations; brigadier-General 
William E, Gillmore, Assistant Chief of Air Corps, Chief of Materiel Division; 
Major Henry C. Pratt; Mejor Cerl Spatz; Major John H. Jouett; and Captain Idwal H, 
Edwards was appointed by the Chief of Air Corps, Major-General Mason M, Patrick, 
for the purpose of considering all applications and making selection of advance 
officers and pilots for the Pan-American Flight. 

The Board convened with all members present, except Major Spatz, who was ab- 
sent on his record-breaking flight from Washington to Fort Crockett, Galveston, 
Texas, which he accomplished in 13 hours, completing the trip in one calendar day. 

Upon the recommendation of Major Pratt, Captain R.G, Hoyt, Training and War 
Plans Division, who was and still is intimately aonnected with the details of the 
project, having prepared the detailed plan, was directed to attend the Board meet~ 
ing in order that he might be consulted with respect to certain details in con- 
nection with the flight. 

The Board decided that selection must be made at once of advance officers who 
would be charged with the distribution of supplies and other arrangements neces- 

sary for the successful passage of the flight. 

Ability to speak the Spanish or the Portuguese languages was considered to be 
the prime qualification in the selection of the advance officers, With this in 
mind, a list of all Spanish or Portuguese speaking officers of the Air Corps was 
examined and the following recommendations made to the Chief of Air Corps: 

lst Lieut. Byron T. Burt, Jr. - lst Division 






















lst Lieut, Melvin Bb. Asp - 2nd Division 
ist Lieut. Samuel C. Skemp - 3rd Division 
lst Lieut. William B. Souza - 4th Division 
Captain Wolcott P. Hayes - Sth Division 
lst Lieut. Ivan G. Moorman - 6th Division. 





The Chief of Air Corps approved this selection. The section of the flight 
route to be covered by each advance officer has been previously mentioned, 

The next action to be taken by the Boerd was the selection of the Commanding 
Officer of the flight. A number of officers, all of the rank of Major, were re- 
commended. From this list the Chief of Air Corps selected Major Herbert A. Dargue, 
Chief of the Wer Plans Section, Training and War Plans Division, Office, Chief of 
Air Corps, who is one of the veteran fliers of the Air Corps. 

On August 4, 1926, the Board again convened for the purpose of selecting the 
additional nine pilots for the flight. All members of the Board were present with 
the exception of Brigadier-General W.E. Gillmore and Major H.C. Pratt, absent on 
leave of absence. Major S.W, FitzGerald acted in General Gillmore's absence. 
Major Hertiert A. Darrue had, by virtue of his having been selected Commanding Of- 
ficer of the flight, become a member of the Board in place of Major Pratt. 

The Board decided that, due to the experimental nature of the flight, only 
commissioned pilots acting as their own mechanics would be considered, and because 
of the fact that the type of airplane to be employed had not been available for 
other than Regular Army personnel, that only Regular Army Air Corps commissioned 
pilots would be considered. 


The qualifications most desired were: outstanding ability as a pilot, long 
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continued service in the Air Corps, and a record of efficient service. With those 
qualifications in mind, the Loard proceeded to select a list of nineteen pilots 
whose names were recommended to the Chief of Air Corps. From the list the thin of 
Air Corps selected the icllowing nine pilots: Captains Arthur B. McDaniel, Tra ¢, 
Faker, Clinton F. Woolsey, lst Lieéuts. Lernard S. Thompson, Leonard D. Wecdirgicn, 
Charles McK. Robinson, Muir §. Fairchild, Ennis C. Writeheed and John W. Eenton. 
This completed the list of ten pilots, two for each of the five ships of the flight; 
Major Dargue having deen selected as Commanding Officer of the Flight at the first 
meeting of the Board. 

On October ?th, 1926, The Adjutant General of the Army was requested to issue 
the necessary orders for the departure and travel of the advance officers selected. 
The orders were issued, and.on October 16th Captain Wolcott P. Hayes, Sth Division, 
departed from New York on board the S.S. Dominica of the Furness Withey Line, for 
Pointe a Pitre, Island of Guadeloupe, a French possession. From Pointe a Pitre*he  . 
will continue on through his division to Fort de Frence, Island of Martinique,- also 
a ¥reuch possession; Kingston, Island of St,Vincent, and St. George, Island of Gren- 
ada, both of the letter being British possessions. 

Lieut. Ivan G. Moorman, Sth Division, also sailed on October 16th aboard the 
Ward Line steamer “Orisaca" for Havana, Cuba. A letter, dated October 20th, 1926, 
had been received from Lieut. Moorman from Havana, where he arrived.on October 19th, 
in which he states in part es follows:- 

"T arrived in Hsvana yesterday CR and this morning they put on a hur-= | 
ricané to welcome me. It wes really a very good one, removing all trees from the. 
city, and taking a couple of stories off the tops of the high buildings. There is 
no report yet on the damage done or the casualties because all even ie ol is cut, 


‘but I imagine the damage will run into millions. 


Yesterday I callec on General Crowder of the Embassy, Captain sony’ Ge Clark, 
who is Military Attache, aud ir. Murray of the Consular Service. Was to ‘have’ called 
on the Secretary of Wer of the Cuban Arny Canny, but the hurricane prevetited. The 
streets dre pretty well blockaded now and I imagine it will bé a couple of days be- 
fore any business is done, so I will necessarily be delayed some. 

Last night I-also attended a meeting of the Americen Legion and found iil en-= 
thusiasm already existing in regard to the Pan-American Flight.: I.had a long con- 
versation with Mr. Irving H. Donnin, who is chairman of the entertainment committee. 
He outlined in detail plens he was forming for an entertainment which would bring 
the flight in contact with the Cuban authorities here, which I assured him was ex- 
actly the thing aimed at. 

Mr. Donnin also has to do with the annual Fiesta ial is held from the latter: 
part of February. through March and the first week in April. If the flight could 
reach Havana during that period it would fit in with his plans best. 

In that event, he would find out when the flight was to reach Havana and ad- 
vertise it extensively as an exhibition, forming, part of the Fiesta, on arr tyes 
the flight could circle the city in formation. before landing. 

The entertainment, however, is to be worked out for whenever the flight ar- 
rives, whether during the Fiesta or not. There are to be some entertainers, the 
chief act being putt on by a couple, the man representing Uncle Sam and the lady, 
Miss Cuba. Mr. Donnin feels that if this affair is attended by the officers of 
the flight that it will be a big help to the American colony here in — 
friendly relations with prominent Cuban business men, 

It seems to me that this is a live organization, and their plans anew. KKK 
This matter is, of course, entirely distinct from anything the Reaper ose rerneees 
may arrange and I'll request that they coordinate their plans.' 

On October 21, 1926, lst Lieut. Byron T. Burt, Jr., lst Division, ‘departed 
from Langley Field, Va., for Mexico City,:Mexico, He first pians to pay his ree 
spects to the President and Secretary of War of Mexico and other officials, and de- 
part for Tampico, the first stop of the flight in Mexican beg sarees & Fe will then 
continue on down the east coast of Mexico, stopping at Vera Cruz and Puerto Mexico. 
From Puerto Mexico he will cross Mexico via the Tehuantepec Railway to Solina Cruz, 
the first base to which supplies ere to be shipped. From Salina Cruz he will pro- 
ceed to Guatemala City, San Salvador, Amapala, and Tegucigalpa, Honduras; Manegua, 
Nicaragua; San Jose, Costa Rica, in turn. From San Jose he will travel to Port , 
Limon by rail, at which point he will tare a stéamer for Colon, Panama. Fron this 
point en Army Air Corps airplane will carry him to David, Panama, thus cutting 
several deys off the time required to completo his advance arrangemen.s. 

The three remaining advance officers who departed on October 29th are 1st 
ieuts. Melvin B. Asp, Samuel C,. Skemp and William B. Souza, all of whom stationed 
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at France Field, Panama Canal Zone. Lieut. Asp will make all the advance arrangée- 
ments on the west coast of South America from France Field, Canal Zone, to Valdivia, 
Chile, the last stop on the west coast. This division no doubt presents the great- 
est difficulty of any in the entire flight, both to the advance officer and to the 
flight itself. A detailed study musti be made of the weather conditions, especially 
along the coast of Colombia, where rain is reported every day in the year. This 
entire coast presents with few exceptions a bleak and rogk+bound appearance and, 
therefore, every effort must be made to locate emergency landing facilities such 

as protected coves and beaches. This brings to mind one of the greatest assets of 
the amphibian airplane, namely, the fact that a landing may be made on the water 
near a small beach, the wheels lowered by means of the mechanism provided, and the 
eirplane beached by taxiing on the wheels. Lieut. Asp must also make a detailed 
study of the passes through the Andes Mountains in the vicinity of Valdivia, Chile. 

Lieut. Skemp of the 3rd Division must make the advance arrangements. for the 
trip across South America from Valdivia, Chile, via Neuquen, Argentina, to Bahia 
Llanca, Argentina; from Bahia Blanca to Buenos Aires and up the Parana River to 
Ascuncion, Paraguay, and return, thence up the east coast of South Amsrica to Rio 
de Janeiro, the “jewel bestudded city", so called because cf the many exquisitely 
_ beautiful islets scattered throughout the harbor and many other scenes of tropical 
beauty. ; 

Lieut, Souza begins his duties at Rio de Janeiro, traveling up the east and 
northeast coast of South America, across the mouths of the mighty Amazon where it 
will also be necessary to make a detailed study of the weather conditions, to the 
. Port. of Spain, Trinidad, thence to Caracas, the capital of Venezuela, 

It is in this manner that the entire route will be covered in advance of the 
flight. All the countries have very cordially and enthusiastically placed every 
facility at the command of the advance officers and the flight. 

All the advance officers will make periodical reports to the Commanding Officer 
of the flight and if time permits will make a complete personal report upon arrival 

_in the United States, 

' Eight of the ten Pan-American Flight pilots will assemble at Miller Field, New 
Dorp, Staten Island, New York, for the purpose of training and testing the first of 
_the Loening amphibians produced for the use of the flight. These officers are: 
Major H.A. Dargue, Captains A.B.McDaniel, I.C.Baker, Clinton F. Woolsey, lst Lieuts, 
&.5 .Thompson, M.S. Fairchild, C. McK.Robinson and E.C Whitehead. 

Lieut. Fairchild will travel by air from Langley Field, his present station, 
to Miller Field, in the Loening amphibian assigned to Langley Field, im order that 
the flight personnel may have an additional training plane during their stay at 
Milier Field. 

In addition, three enlisted men reported to Miller Field from Langley Field 
for the purpose of assisting in the maintenance of the training planes. 

Lieutenants Leonard D, Weddington and John W. Benton did not report to Miller 
Field, receiving their training on the Loening amphibians at their respective 
stations. Nag Ww # 

The training undergone at Miller Field consisted essentially of take-offs and 
landings, with a maximum load, under all conditions including operation on the land 
and on rough and smooth water. Miller Fieid and vicinity possesses many advantages 
for this type of training, as landings may be made on tho lend, on the smooth waters 
,of the bay, or the rough water of the ocean, In addition, it is located in the 
near vicinity of the Loening Factory where engineering difficulties may be readily 
overcome. . 

Considerable study was given the color scheme to be employed in painting the 
airplanes of the flight. It was finally decided to paint the hulls and fuselage — 
black, and the wings yellow. This combination will be easy to keep clean and the 
wings. may be easily detected in case of a forced landing on the water. 

The choice of an appropriate insignia for the planes of the flight was given 
@ great deal of thought. It was finally decided to employ an insignia consisting 
of a sphere showing the western hemisphere, in buff, on an ultramarine background, 
Pinioned on the sides of the sphere are silver wings. 

On November 16th, the Secretary cf State, Mr. Frank B. Kellogg, honored the 
members of the flight by a farewell luncheon at which were gathered diplomatic 
representatives of &11 the Latin-American countries, Secretary of War Davis, and 
other representatives of the War Department and the Air Corps. Speeches dwelling 
on the object of the flight, that of furthering the alrvady amicable relations ex- 


isting between the United States and the Latin-American countries were made by the 
—6— V-5534, A.C. 
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Secretary of State, Secretary of War and Dr. Enrique Olaya, Ambassador from Colombian 

On November 23rd, all of the flight personnel had arrived at Kelly Field, Son 
Antonio Texas, and immediate.y started assembling the two airplanes that had pre- 
viously becn shippea,. 

On Friday, Noverber 26th, the three remaining planes of the five were shipped 
and arrived in San Antonio, December 4th. The work of assembling these planes was 
started immediately, . 

The training or "dog" plane, as it is called, was flown from Miller Field, 
Staten Island, New York, to Kelly Field, Texas, via Washington, D.C., Langley Field, 
Va,; Wilmington,N.C.; Fernandina, Florida: Pensécola, Florida; New Orleans, La,; 
Galveston, Texas; Kelly Field, Texas, This £100-mile trip was made without a single 
stop on account of motor trouble. or trouble with the plane. This gave the flight 
personnel added confidence in their equipment. 

After a great deal of discussion, it was decided that the planes of the flight 
would he named in honor of cities of the United States. They were named as follows: 
New York, San Antonio, St.Louis, Detroit and San Francisco. 

The following report on the start of the Pan-American Flight was submitted by 
the NEWS LETTER Correspondent from Duncen Field, Texas: ‘ 

"The start of the Pan-American Flight on Decamoer 21st, together with the nec- 
essary preparations, will long be remembered by the personnel of Duncan Field, as 
well as by some 10,000 citizens of tie City of San Antonio and vicinity, who gath- 
ered at Duncan Field on December 20th for the ceremonies, 

Every effort was made trav the public might have an opportunity to meet the 
Pan-American Flyers and view the Loening Amphibian planes. From the establishment 
of the Pan-American Flight Headquarters at Duncan Field until the day of the take- 
off, thousands of autos loaded with interested citizens visited our hangars, takked 
with the pilots, and inspected the ships. 

On Sunday, December 19%h the day preceding the ceremonies, the officers and 
ladies of Duncan Field gave a pvbiic tea ia honor of the Pan-American Flyers, with 
some 3,000 prominent citizens ard Army officers and their families in attendance, 
this despite the slow, steady rain that fell during the day. 

On Monday, December 20th, even though the skies were heavily overcast, with a 
showing of rain, it was decided by the Master of Ceremonies, Brigadier-General Frank 
P, Lahm, and the Civilian-Military Committee, that the program as ouvlined would 
take place, Although the field was exceedingly soft, the five Pan-American planes 
were pushed into their places before the speaker's platform, and the ceremonies 
were carried through as planred. 

The Pan-American Flight as it took off carried most sincere wishes for a suce 
cessful journey from the emoloyees of tie San Antcrio Depot, especially because 
they have a right to feel that the start was made possible due to their loyalty to 
their positions and their untiring efforts in day and night service to see that each 
Ship was in the best possidie condition. 

m—=OQ0Q—-e 
ATRSHIP MANEUVERS AT SCOTT FIELD 

Five dirigibles, under the commard of Lient.-Colonel John A. Paegelow, were 
waneuvered at Scott Field, I]1., for more than fovr hours, on the afternoon of Jan- 
uery 6th. The ships were lined in various formations, flying an interval of a 
Ship's length.apart. All signals to chang? position were signaled from the Flagship 
RS-]. which led the formation, At cne time a thousand foot smoke screen was laid 
Com by a Martin Bomber. It proved most successful, as the ground otservers were 
unable to see the dirigibles while the ships remained behind the screen, Motion 
picture camera men were fortunate enough to obtain some excellent pictures of light- 
er-than-air serial operations during the flight. 

---000-—< 
EARTHQUAKE AT CLARK FISLD, PHILIPPINES 

The NEWS LETTER Correspondent frem Clark. Field, Camp Stotsenburg, P.I., writes 
that quite a little excitement was causec the other day when an earthquake hit these 
Pleasant surroundings, It was quite amusing to see the different buildings enptying 
themselves, No difficulty whatever was enccuntered in getting the men outside, | 
They were all perfectly willing to drop tools and hit the open spaces, Automobiles 
comienced jazzing to and fro, the owmers stopping and getting. out to~look for. tho 
trouble. No dewags was um sed.and tao vhold tating wes cvor in a few seconts.. It 
was a novel experience and will, no dcub*?, long be remembered, 
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THE THIRD ATTACK GROUP AT FORT CROCKETT, TEXAS 


Of interest at this time is a comparison of Fort Crockett as it appeared on 
July 1, 1926, at the time of the arrivel of the Third Attack Group, Major Frank D, 
Lackland, Air Corps, Commanding, for permanent station, and its present appearance, 
Six months ago this post, presented a run down and deserted appearance after four 
years on a caretaking status, I+ is now assuming the appearance of a well groomed, 
well kept, orderly military establishment, teeming with activity. All buildings, 
both permanent and temporary, are filled to capacity, and yet there is a crying need 
for more cover to accomodate the Third Attack Group and its attendant activities. 

That the post itself, despite the lack of funds, is gradually being placed into 
e good state of repair, is a matter of credit to the unceasing energy of the officer: 
and men of the organization. Feats 

The Fort Crockett Post Exchange, which came into its om soon after the arrival 
of the Third Attack Group, is thriving and is fast becoming a miniature department 
Store, with its regular merchandise, its grocery shop, its soft drink stand, and its 
eliied activities, a good restaurant, and a tailor shop. 

The 90th Attack Squadron at this time is high in merale, well situated in con- 
crete barracks, with a recreation room to be envied. Under the administration of 
ist Lieut, E.H. Wood, A.C., commanding, the squadron developed in efficiency and 
proficiency, rendering it a credit to the Group. 

The 8th Attack Squadron, with lst Lieut. James T. Curry, A.C., at the helm, is 
holding to its reputation. New and attractive furniture has added to its morale 
and comfort. 

Thé 60th Service Squadron, in spite of its handicap of living in temporary 
wooden quarters which had ostensibly outlived their inténded age, is living up to 
its reputation of resourcefulness and cooperation, Under the guidance of lst Lieut, 
Angier H. Foster, A.C., commanding, the 60th has made long strides in bettering its 
own welfare, Buildings were renovated; a mere shack was made into one of the Army's 
most attractive mess halls, with more than ordinary conveniences, a credit to Mess 
Sgt. Wa.F, Freiertag; and:a community building was ccenverted into an attractive 
recreation room, unique in having a separate study and reading room, 

The lack of suitable machine shop and repair facilities has been keenly felt, 
the repair section of the squadron meking a brave attempt to maintain minor repairs 
for the entire Group, with only a machine shop truck under canvas and an old kitch- 
en for aero repair, 

The Armament Section of the Group has been working under a handicap. Due to 
the climatic conditions, armament equipment must be removed from airplanes when 
not actually in scheduled use. When mounted, it must be kept entirely greased to 
prevent rust, and consequently accumulates a coating of grease and sand combined 
which requires constant attention. The Armament Section, under lst Lieut. G. A. 
McHenry, is working in close cooperation with the Operations and Training Officer, 
An aerial machine gun range was established south of the flying field. 

The Parachute Department, which until recently wes established on the upper 
floor of the Post Exchange, was removed to a two-story temporary building, where a 
well has been cut in the second floor to allow for hanging the chutes. During par- 
ticularly damp weather provision for drying was made necessary, electric light 
bulbs being used in the lockers to furnish heat. Removal from the gymnasium above 
the Post Exchange was made necessery by winter use of the room for athletics. 

Another comparison at this time is interesting - the difference between the 
cow pasture of July 1, 1926, and the Third Attack Group Airdrome of today. Upon 
the arrival of the Group, it was figuratively necessary for a pilot ina tactical 
ship to have a ground guide to show him which way to ground loop to avaid cracking 
up in deep water holes or bumping into an old railroad right-of-way. Today, after 
an enormous amount of effort and labor on the part of the officers and men of the 
Group, under the personal guidance and supervision of Major Lackland, the Group has 
developed the same area, located one and one-quarter miles from Fort Crockett proper 
into a fairly respectable flying field. Every resourco was dtrained. Among those 
chiefly responsible for the construction are Lieuts. G.A. McHenry, Edwin Sullivan, 
‘WR, Sweeley, Cadet (mow Lieut.) L.A. Jamieson and Cadet D.A. Bazire (deceased). 

Many holes and ditches were filled and leveled by hand. Scrapers and tractors 
were borrowed from the County, from the Galveston CountryClub and from individuals. 
Even a railroad was borrowed and used (mule power) for the filling of one ex remely 
large hole. An old railroad grade was leveled and a shell road built by Group 
personnel, 
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Grovp Operations Officers, Squecrou Operations Ofiicus und pertinent airdrome 
buildings were built unter the supesvision of pc Li. bewin Suliivar, in charge of 
the "Group Carpenier Gang". These vvuilidings ell comfortably sezled against the 
weather. Material for this work was Po ge egged, bought anc stolen, but vrac~ 
tically no iunds were aveibable at any time, 

The City of Galveston and the County of Galveston, togecher with the Chamber co 
Commerce and prominent individuals have showmm kind cooperation in their assistance 
relative to the establishment of the eirdrome. Due to this help the flying fie! 
boasts of its lease through the Chamber of Commerce, consummated only a short the 
ego, for the period of one year, with renewal privileges for four years, a subsven 
tial shell road and bridge heading from a main highway, and slectric light and pow 
er lines to the field, 

Fabricaved etcel for two new hangars is on the ground, and though appropriet: 
was mage to cover the aS of erection and bids were opened the suthority for ex- 
pending the money is as yet withheld, 

The tent hengars, which have formed a makeshift protection against the weavhe: 
ere fast Ceverlorating, five of them coming down in a moderate "Norther" of Christ-. 
mas week, some of then in ribbons. There are no replacements and, until the new 
steel hangars are complete, 6 iwinimum of five PAKPSANGR , including the trensport,. 
will remain out 24 hours « dey suffering deterioration from the winter and the sal 
laden air. 

A meteorological station has been established at the Operations Office, the 
section consisting of two men of the Signal Cora. This Section with its equip- 
ment is of material aid in determining ard commiling data on flying conditions, as 
up to the time of its esteblishirent there wes~no sae at this station of determinin: 
winds aloft. 
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.PARIS CONDUCTS SUCCESSFUL AVIATION .EXAILITION 















The Tenth Arnual International Aviation Exhibition, held in the Grand Palais, 
Paris, from December 3rd to 19th, 1926, was a success in every way and broke all 
ettendence records, the visitors including people from every walk of life, togevher 
with thousands of school children. Thus, if it had no other result, it justified 
itself from an educational standpoint. 

The interior of the Paleis was appropriately decorated and the exhibits most 
artistically errenged., One who hac no syecial interest in aviaticn could not heip 
but.be impressed by the beauty of the Show, which in itself? aroused interest anc 
sent the visitor away with knowledge which perhaps he could never otherwise have 
acquired. Official and unofficial technical and military comaissions from ail 
European countries attended and undoubtedly many sales were made to foreign 
governments, 

The exhibition o:fered nothing sensational or perticularly new. It was rati.c. 
a demonstration cf a sane and gradual imorovemont in cleanness of construction, 
streamlining, safety vreceutions, etc. Metal construction predominated and the. 
old wooden fus elage aud wing types were practicaily non-existent. Of the motors, 
the "Jupiter" type predominated, and practically Je of the planes were. equipped 
with "Jupiters" of either French or English construction. All of the well knowm 
notor constructors except Renault and Farman ex hibited new radial air-cooled motor 
beautiful in constructicn and most of them proven by their official tests, The 
best of these were the Bristol and Guome-Rhone Jupiters; a complete line by Arm- 
Strong Siddely; Lorraine Dietrich; Salmson and Walter (Czecho-Slovakia). 

The French War and Nevy Departments were well represented. The War Department 
exhibited the winners in the recent pursuit contest; tne Wibavlt 9 Cl, the Nieurom 
42 Cl, and the Gourdou-Leseurre. The most interesting plane, from a military poin’ 
of view, was the new Farman F-160, an experimental night-bombardment plane which 
has not yet undergone its officiel tests. It is very clean in design and repre- 
sents a great improvement over the "Goliath" type. It is designed to carry a max- 
imum bomb load of 6000 lbs.; the bomb-load depending, of course, upon the perform- 
ance desired. It is a biplane equipped with two Farman geared motors of 500 11 .P, 
eeédh. The plane carries e pilot ard crew of 4 men and is well designed for tho 
manipuletion of the machine guns, radio, photography and bombing. The Aray 22509 
had interesting historical and statistical exhibits and demonstrated their so. 6 she 
lights, portable landing lights, field radio sets, photographic apparatus, hoc» 
Ia. Veo56S4, AS. 

















pital ptanes, . tdiite 33 dna lothin , to ether with models of various dirigibles, 
balloons, balloon baskets, etc. 

The Navy exhibited a Schreck “Amphidiaen", a Farman-Goliatn seaplane and a smal 
"Besson" seaplene designed to be carried on a suvmarine. The latter was particular 
ly intercstins. In addition, a smali working model of a "cavapult" was shown to- 
gether with a wodel of the "BEARN'' the airplane carrier now under construction, 

One of the mort interesting exhibits was that of Czecho-Slovakia. While they 
showed nothirg esvecielly new, still their exhibition demonstrated the remarkable 
progress and possibilities of the eeronautical industry of this new nation. They 
showed one each of the following types: pursuit, day-dombardment and long distance 
reconnaissance; observation; transport. In addition, Walter % Co. exhibited a fui- 
series of both rater : end air-cooled motors. 

The transvoort type was well represcnted by plenes constructed by the Breguet, 
bleriot, Fokker, Liore & Olivier, levasseux and Schreck Companies. There was noth.. 
ing es specially new in any oy the “trarsports" except in the limousine coach work 
and accessories for the comfort of the nessengers. 

besides Czecho-Slovakir, there were the following foreign exhibitions 

Erglend - irmstrong Whitworth Aircraft Ltd. showed the “Adjax" bi- plose com= 
bat or reconnaissance plane. Armstrong Siddeley exhibited a splendid series of ra» 
dial motors including the "Lynx", “Jaguar”, "Monzoose" and "Genet", The Bristol 
Airplane Co. showed the "Lucifer", "Jupiter" and "Cherub" series. 

italy - The latest types of Fiat motors were shown, including the type used in 
the Schneider Cup Race. Isotta Fraschini exhibited « series of V and “cylinder in 
Vine" types. One of the most interesting ~sotors shown at the exhibition was a new 
Italian motor, the “Cappa 13" which hes just been placed on the market. The motor 
is very clean in design and develops 400 K.P. It is notable for the extreme ac- 
cessibility of all its parts. The only Italian airplane exhibited was the Fiat CR 
of the pursuit type, which is equipped with a 300 H.P, Hispano-Suiza motor. 

Holland - Fokker shoved a plane of the C.V. type and his well-known 3 engine 


transport “plane of the type F VII 3M. This plene carried three Armstrong Whitwor: 


Lynx radial motors, The CV is an interesting plane in that by the substitution of 
motors the plane can be used as a two-seater fighter, long distance reconnaissance 


plane or day bomber. -Koolhoven exhibited a pursuit plane of no particular interes. 


He has, however, developed a machine cunner's turret which appears to have some 
value. 

French aud foreign firms producing accessories were well represented with in- 
teresting exhibits. The “self-starters" were mostly of the compressed-air type, 
similar to the “Hermark" starter which has been tested by the Air Corps Engineerin 
Division. Photosranhic radio apparatus were interesting. The 0.P.L. Company 
showed their latest anti-sircraft vrange finder, a camera machine gun and a new ser. 
del machine gun sight which appears to have preat possibilities. 

Foreign officers and representetives were unanimous in their opinion that the 
exhibition was 2 freat success and could not help but have a beneficial effect in 
the education cf the public along aeronautical lines end in the development of the 
industry, 

me n0 008 


ARCTIC EXPLORER LECTURES TO SELFRIDGE FIRLD PERSONNEL 


Selfridge Field personnel were recently honored with the presence of Ceptain 
George Hubert Wilkins, arctic Explorer, wio lectures on his experiences and inci- 
dentally the experiences of Major Thomas J, Lenphier, Air Corps, while they were 
members of the Detroit Aretic Exvedition of 1926. 

The lecture was illustrated with moving pictures taken of the Exnediticn, 
both in the United States and the Arctic Regions. The Captain was introcucod to 
the audience by Major Lanphier, who made a brief introductory speech relating amon 
other incidents tliat his rating while a member of the Expedition "Wes abuuS thct 
of a Private, First Class". both the Major ard Captain Wilkins praisec each coher 
for their tireless energy toward the success of the work eccomp}isred, not torret 
ting to mention the names of the late Sergeant Wiseley, and Hutchinson, nc 
he was called, the newsnaper correspondent who lost his life while with the x= 
pedition in Aldska. 

The pictures showed the crashes of both planes of the Expsdition, which un- 
fortunately occurred within 24 hours of each other, and C Captaia Wilkins said it W 
hard to realize how they felt after the second of these crashes, especis’ly in vil 
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of the enormous cost of transvorteting trese planes to Fairbanks, Alaska. 
Scenes depicting the life of Eskimos, how they catch. seals for food and cloth- 
ing, the yearly festival including folk dances, how the children play while bundied 
up in their fur clothing were all very interesting and instructive. 

Scenery of the Endicott Mountains was marvelous. Little is known about these 
regions. Captain Wilkins discovered that the mountain peaks of the Endicctt Range 
ere 4000 to 5000 feet higher than as recorded on existing maps. This wade flying 

/ over these mountains for the first time extremely hazardous, and Captain Wilkins 
| said that on one of the trips over these mouniains a wheel actually touched the 
peak of one of them, so that their lives were in jecpardy at that time. 

Late reports at this time convey the information that Captain Wilkins has been 
financed by the Detroit NEWS to continue his explorations in the Arctic Regions 
where he discontinued them last summer. It is believed he will use the same ships 
which have been stored in Fairbanks. They will be repaired, overhauled and certain 
changes will be made in them, 

Captain Wilkins is leaving Detroit immediately, if he has rot already left, 
for Fairbenks, Alaska, at which place he expects to errive by February 23rd, and 
efter ferrying supplies to Point Garrow at which place he already has 3500 gallons 
of gasoline stored, he expects to begin his explorations from there as a base vy 
March 15th. The section of the Arctic Circle which Capt. Wilkins expects to explore 
has never been touched by the foot of man. If land is discovered, he will claim it 

for the United States. Much scientific work is to be accomplished, soundings made, 
etc. 
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AIRPLANE TRANSPORTS AGED PANAMA WOMAN BACK TO HER PEOPLE 





Probably the most unique airplare mission aver performed in the Army Air Corps 
was a recent flight in Panama to carry a seventy-year-old Panama woman back to her 
home and people in the Chiriqui couniry, some 300 miles from France Field, where 
she Might die among friends and Jeved ones. 

The aged passenzer had been suviering from ill health for some time, She had 
been brought from her home in the interior .to the hospital in Panama City for treat- 
ment. After having been advised that nothing could be done which would improve her 
condition, she made a special raqusst to the American Minister and the military . 
authorities to transport her dy airpiane back to her heme and people, The Comnand- 
ing General, Panama Department, aulnorized the Commanding Officer at France Field 
to proceed with the mission. Mrs, Demitila Arias, the patient, was brought ever to 
Colon from Panama City by train, transferced to an ambulance and brought to France 
Field, as her condition would not permit her sitting in an uprignt position. She 
was compelled to lie flat on her back on a small hospital litter. Tho condition of 
the aged patient made it a rather difficult task to get her comfortably placed in 
the Martin Bomber. Two Martin Bemocrs, piloted by Captain William Randolph and 
Lieut. E, Jones, and carrying as passengers Set. Leo Richter, Master Sgt. dugh Tate, 
Mr, A.E, Arias and Mrs, Douwitila Aries, took. cff from France Field at 9:20 A.M. and 
headed for the Valley of the Moon, or the sepidrs t country, Republic of Panama, 

While Mrs. Arias was lying on the litter awaiting to be placed in the bomber, 
she was askéd through the interpreter if she was not afraid to ride in an airplane. 
She replied with a shrug of hor shoulders,.saying:"When one unat die, they die, 
that's all, I have absolute confidence in American aviators. 

The more than 300 isiles wes covered in less then four hours, and at 1:00 P.M, 
Mrs, Arias was safely landed near her heme. The planes returned to France Field the 
next day, it being reported that Mrs..Arias had stood the trip very wéll. 

Usually when Government pianos act as agents of mercy, it is for the purpose 
of transporting one who is found to be in a critical condition to some hospital, 
endeavoring to save life. It is believed that this is the first instance in the 
history of our aviation where a request had been made to transport one to a certain 
Place or locality where they may be allowed to die. 
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WORLD FLIGHT LEADER AWARDED JAPANESE DECORATION 


? 


Reminiscences of the Round-the-World Flight were in vogue at Luke Field, Haw- 
aii, recently, when Ceptein Lowell H. Smith, the commanding officer of the fligat, 
was decorated with the Fifth Class of the Imperial Order of the Sacred Treasure, 
ak ke V-5634, A.C, 

















The decoration was awarded Captain Smith by his Majesty, the Emperor of Japan, in 
appreciation of the visit to Japan of the world circling flight, and was presented 
by Major-Generel E.M, Lewis, bepartment Commander, at a ceremony in which the entire 
Fifth Composite Group participeted. 

The Group, under Mejor P.E, VanNostrand, Grouv Commander, was formed for a com. 
bined ground and serial review. The airplanes were in line with crews and pilots in 
front of each plane. Forward of this the remainder of the Group personnel were 
formed as prescribed for battalion review. 

Following the reading of the Hawaiian Department order announcing the award of 
the decoration by the Emperor of Japan, General Lewis pinned the medal on the breast 
of Captain Smith. The Grovp, with the exception of crews and pilots, then passed 
in review before General Lewis, Captain Smith and Mr. Kuwashima, Japanese Consul 
Generel for Hawaii. As soon as’ the last squadron passed the reviewing party, the 
motors of all ships were started and the planes took off, passing in review in chain 
formation in echeions of threes. Six PW-9's from the 19th Squadron led the way, fol- 
lowed in turn by six PW-9's from the 8th Squadron, six DH's from the 72nd Squadron 
and six Martins from the 23rd Squadron. 

Following the review, the pursuit planes performed acrobatics for about ten 
mintues, 
In landing, Lieut. Worthington, fiying a DH, cracked his undercarriage and per- 
formed a ground loop without further damaging the plane. Feeling that this feat 
should not go unrewarded, the brother officers. of Lieut, Worthington decided that he 
* also should be decoreted, Amid the cheers of the assembled crowd, the medal sig- 
nifying.this award was pinned on Lieut. Worthington's chest by Lieut. H.A.McGinnis. 

On the day following the presentation of the Japanese medal, a wheel on Cap- 
tain Smith's PW-9 collapsed and the ship went over on its back, Captain Smith was 
uninjured, but the plane will require a major overhaul. The Captain had hardly _ 
reached his squadron when he was called upon to take part in another presentation 
ceremony. The medal tnis time, however, was the famous 19th Squadron Medal, which 
has been passed around amorg several of the 19th Squadron pilots, This medal con- 
sists of a circular disk of undressed ieather, suspended from a red ribbon and 
pinned on the chest of the recipient with a horse blanket pin. In making his speech 
of acceptance Captain Smith was heard to mention something about "not the value of 

he thing but the sentiment behind it that counts." 
---000--- 






FRANCE FIELD ENLISTED MEN HUNT BIG GAME IN PANAMA JUNGLES 
By Warrant Officer Billingsley 





Four of France Field's crack hunters spent six weeks in Panama jungles and the 
Santa Rita mountains hunting big game. The hunters returned a few days ago with 
many interesting end exciting tales to tell regarding their trip. They killed one 
mountain lion, one deer, thirteen wild hogs, many ducks, turkeys and rabbits or © 
conejoes, A Spanish writer, living in the interior, who writes for a local Spanish 
paper, had the following to say regarding the four hunters: 

"Four United States soldiers are spending a month vacation at New Providence 
from the 4th inst. They have rented a small cottage where they are enjoying them- 
selves in the best possible manner; they spend their time daily in hunting and 
fishing and they are friendly towards everybody with whom they come in contact, and 
by their excellent behavior they are certainly fit for any society. If the majority 
of the men comprising the United States Army were of the same character ad conduct 
as these four gentlemen the Army would indeed have been an ideal one, Their names 
are as follows: Sergeants H.R. Bilby, Charles LeClair, Privates: Richard Gray and 
H, Bender. They are attached to the 63rd Service Squadron, France Field, C.A. They 
are conspiring against an unwelcome visitor from the jungles, nearby the village, 
viz: Mr. Red Lion. What will be the resuits of this conspiracy, we cannot tell, 
but we wish them abundant success. . 

New Providence is a place where respectable soldiers and sailors, and civilians 
also, and civil service employees can come and enjoy themselves when they are on 
vacation, and especially during the dry seasons of the year. We invite others to 
come and see for themselves that this invitation is no camouflage, as we have no 
doubt the soldiers above referred to and many others who have come here before them @ 
will admit." 4 
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GOOD WILL siSSroN COMFLATED LY © MNECTICUT NATIONAL GUARD FILOT 















First Licut, Earl W. Fleet and Cowp. Churles 1. Arnold completed on Dec. 24th 






Lire . = : ee ee: ; Fie : ‘iy 
a cross country flight which bezan Niov. 27th from srainard Field, Hartford, Conn., 
om. tne Headauarters of the 118th Cbservetion Saquedron, 43rd Nivision Air Corps, Con- 
in necticut National Oued, to which they Lelong. This flight was to San Antonio and: 





return by different routes, which made it possibile to visit the greatest nuuber of 
National Guard Squecrons eust of the Rocky Mountains. 

Lieut. Fleet undertoox the flight as the representative of bhajor Williams. 
Ladc, Commanding Officer, 128th Observation Squadron, for the purpose of estcblish. 









ae ing friendly contact with the officers of the various National Guard Squaurons an 
of observing their means of solution of the problems of squadron administration. 
The flight, which was a decided success, was made under the most unfavorable 
ain weather conditions, and thoroughly demonstrated Lt. Fleet's ability as a nilot. 7 





informetion secured by Lt. Fleet and Corp. Arnold will, it is petieved., prove mutu: 
ly beneficial to all the squadzons concerned. It is the hope of Major Ladd that i 
coatact thus formed may vesult in the assembling of the squedron commanders at the 
next National Guard Convertion for the purpose of associeting themselves for. the 
promotion of their common interests, 

wajor Lacd cesires to extend on behalf of Licut. Fleet, Sorvoral Arnold and 
the 118th Observation Squadron his avpreciation of the hospitality accorded these 
members at the various National Guard Squedrons end -irmy Posts, Without the heart 
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’ te cooperation of vhe Air Corps the fiight could net have voren possible. It is hopec 
ig that our friends in the Air Gorss and Netionel Guard Squedrons will find the means 
s. of visiting us and efford us sn onmortunity of veiie of service. 
simak) serene 
:} GLIPPED WINCS 
vy Lisut. Donald Duke 
| Tell us not in frucai numbers 
h “lying hours have. shrunk to six, 
l= For our pep is cll bus sxidding 
: we're forgetting all our tricks. 
eC 





In the davs of Dorr ana Carlstrom 

Yhen the “props" were humming fine, 
We could roll or spin with grandeur; 
Now they're silent on the lire. 





of 













Lives of ilyers oft remind us, 

We moy need our parachvtes; 

Loss of skill that once vossessed up 
Brings a chill dow in our boots. 





the 

































1e In the sky's bright open spaces, 

: =n *he atmosphere we like, 

ish Give us gas that we may fly, Sir: 
Lest Wwe Creck-up, - on our vike. 

) 

n= Gone tne records we have cherished 
Te the Lancs we taught to fir, 

and There's a wessage here for Gurcia 

rity Being -ritten in the sky. 

uct 

es the seules oi justice quivver 





Frou tieir overburdened wealth 
Ard dislodge the needed sheckles 
For e Netion's flying health. 


















’ 

our flying ration, 
cusl f life desired, 
| nd the one thing left to hope for 
. "PA ins we're retired. 
) Gas to master planes wetre buying, 
hep: Lest a Nation's skill shall wane, 





And the gift of those ceparted 
Shall have been ©. thing in vain. 
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“Let us then be UP and doing"; 
Give us gas, its not too late, 


Ground obsoervang =n. par 
brings us only excess wei sit. 


e=—=6 JO wn 
THE SAN BLAS INDIANS IN PANAMA 


Commenting on revorts previously made that tne San las Indians in Panama are 
wild, Warrent Officer Billinssley, the NEWS LETTER Correspondent from France Fielc, 
Panama, one of a party of twenty-t~vo officers and ladies from that field making x 
sight-sceing trip into the Sen Bles Country, states thet they are indeed a very 
wild race, both young 2nd old - wild about the Ameridan doliar, thet old Bagle. Th 
reel "Mazuwa" has got them all going and they have plenty of "Sabe" about the douch, 
as they won't take veper money. Nothing but silver and sold is good with them anc 
tiat must have the old eagle with the words properly engraved +hereon-"In God We 
Trust". 

Warrant Officer Billingsley goes on to sey: "Put the Indiens have many curios 
to exchange for the dollars, and are very good at dress makirg. ‘hey turn out many 
lovi colors and fency styles, usually very short and snappy. In the cays gone by 
the Indians evidently hed plenty of gold, as all their wonen and even the littie 
children wear large rings in their noses and ears. Theso rings are made of solid 
gold. The ear rings or 'pans' are very large, some of then being shaped like an 
ordinary dinner plate and almost as larre. 

Most of the women and young girls wear some kind of fancy colored cregses, whi’ 
the youns boys wear only the suits that God gave them, But the San Blas Indians arc 
far from being the furious and savage warriors some writers would have you believe. 
Some writers have described them as being so very savage that no stranger could eve 
pass the night in their country and come out alive; and thet they always kept their 
sentries posted on hich hill tops, armed with Mauser rifles, ever ready to shoot 
down approaching strangers, This is all ‘bunk', and any stranger approaching them 
with a few doliars will always find a welcome, However, it is not believed that 
many Americans would care to spend the night in the San Blas Indian's house, as the 
are not comfortable looking, being made of grass, bamboo, etc., with no floors or 
beds in them, Sometimes 25 or 30 live in the came heuse and on Mother Earth,As Is. 
This is their only bed, while their food consists of corn-meal, fish and rice, 

The San Blas Indians are, without a doubt, to be classed among the world's 
greatest seamen. Their canoes are swift and the way they hendle them is a beautifu 
sizht to see. They are all equipped with beautiful white sails, and at times as 
many as fifty or seventy-five of these cenoes in formation with their white sails 
flying excort the visiting steamers out to sea upon their ceperture from San Bias. 

The San Blas Develonment Corvoration, an American concern opereting in the 
San Blas country, have done much to improve conditions in Sen Blas, ss they heve 
constructed very good docks, a nuuber of good houses, stores, etc., with many miles 
of railroad, and have thousends of acres of land growing a very fine grade of bana: 
as, which are shipved weekly by boet to the Stetes. This Corporation has also con 
structed a very modern lending field in the San Bles and planes from France Field 
visit there regularly. It was due to the kindness and hospitality of the managers 
of this corporation that the France Field party was able to enjoy the boat trip to 
San Elas and return, The’ party returned to France Field two days later, and ail 
declared that they had enjoyed the wonderful trip immensely. 

Another party is soon to ve organized by the aviators at the Field to explore 
some of the much talked about wild Darien country, lying in the Republic of Panama, 
between the Beyano River and the Colombian frontier. Here it is resorted that the 
‘sure nuff' wild Indian lives, 

Along the Tuira and Chucunaque rivers are found the Chokéis end the Kunas 
tribes of Indians. The Kunas are reported very savage, and no outsider hase ever 
penetrated far into their country. Some of these tribes are reported as living 
practically nude, both men and women, and that they vaint their bodies hideously 
with black, scarlet or blue colors from head to foot. All wear heavy zoli and sil- 
ver ear rings, nose rings, and wrist bends. Muny of them bind their limbs with 
tight ligatures. 

To reach the Darien country, one must travel by boat from Panaine City to tue 
mouth of the rivers and then follow the rivers in small canoes for ismy ales. L 
no lending fields for planes are located in the Darien country, trins tiers are | 
always made with great difficulty." 
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FORSIGN AVIATION NOTES 


‘British Flight over Frence, A British DeHaviland eirplane of the "Hercules" 
type, equipped with 3 Siddeley Jupiter 500 H.P. engines, is making a series of test 
flights between London ahd Egypt. This airplane is expected to serve oi the Ceiroe 
India route next Spring. Air Vice Marshal Branker, Chief of Civil Aviaticn in the 
Air Ministry of Great Britain, is personally supervising the tests. The Hercules 

is the most interesting commercial plane developed in Europe and is manufactured 
by DeHaviland, 

Royal Visit. Don Jaime, son of King Alfonso of Spain, visited LeBourget Air- 
drome, Paris, on Decewber 18th. Several squadrons maneuvered in his henor. 

Flight to Spanish Guinea. Capt. Gimenez, the Spanish ace, and tho Llorente 
brothers left Cadiz, Spain, Dec. 10th, on the first stage of their trip to Spanish 
Guinea. They landed at Casablanca, Morocco, and at Las Palmas, Canary Islands, 
where they are detained by bad weather. They were accompanied by two cruisers, 
the Bustamente and the Bonifacio. They were refueled by the French Navy at Casa- 
blanca. , 

France-Madagascar Flight. Major Dagnaux, who is attempting to establish air 
liaison between France and Madagascar by cay over the African continent, has 
arrived at Niamey, 

New Air Line, Various municipalities are interested in a proposed Paris-Tou- 
louse air line which would insure air connection between Paris and the eyposere 
lines which fly over Spain and Morocco, 

_  France-Madagascar Cruise. Lieut. Bernard of the French Navy, after cunenaida 
Majunga, Madagascar, and flying over Tananarive, the capital, has begun his return 
trip. He expects to be met in Nigeria by Lt. Guilbeaud, who was forced to dis- 
continue the flight to Madacascar on account of motor trouble, They are returning” 
to France via the Nile Valley, Athens, Naples and St, Raphael. 

--~-000--= 




















OFFICERS OF OTHER ERANCHES DETAILED TO AIR CORPS 


Twelve officers of other branches of the service were recently detailed to 
the Air Corps and ordered to proceed to the Primary Flying School, Brooks Field, 
San Antonio, Texas, for training, viz: Ceptains Graeme G. Parks, Charles L, Mullins, 
John W, Thompson, 2nd Lieuts, John W. Homewood, and Howard:R. Johnson, Infantry}. 
Capt. Richard B. Willis, lst Lieuts, Milo C. Calhoun, Hobart D. Reed, 2nd Lieuts, 
Alexander R. Sewall and William E. ‘Dean, Jr., Field Artillery; lst Lit. Russell 6, 
Winchester, Cavalry; and 2nd Lieut. Ransom G. Amlong, Quartermaster Corps. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 


wke Field, T.H., December, 1926. 





During November aerial gunnery and camera obscura work occupied the major 
portion of the ‘training periods. The pursuit and bombardment squadrons are all 
determined to qualify all their officers for the different ratings authorized by 
Training Regulations 440-40. If the preliminary work is any criterion of what. may 
be expected in record firing, the Fifth Composite Group is going to establish a 
record which the other tactical organizations in the Air Corps will have a hard 
time beating. 

Another strip of the Waimanalo Military Reservation has been allotted to the 
Air Corps for the gunnery season and this has been made into a ground gunnery range 
for the two bombardment squadrons. 

All firing is being conducted in accordance with the limitations imposed by 
T.R. 440-40. The following results were obtained during November; 

Machine Gunnery, 72nd'Squadron (rear guns, tow target) 


High score, 90.5% Lieut. R.S. McCullough 
Second 74.0% Lieut. R.S. Heald 


Squadron Average’ 65.14% 
23rd Squadron (rear guns, tow target) 


High score 66 % Lieut. Turnbull 

19th Squadron (fixed guns, tow target) 
High score, 36.3% Lieut, Wisehert 
Second 35.0% Lieut. Griffith 
, 6th Squadron (ground target, fixed guns) 
High score, 73.4% Lieut. Stace 
Second 68.9% Lieut. Cannon : 


Squadron average 36.0% 

Luke Field has been designated as the Hawaiian Department station where the 
1926 test inventory of all supplies will be held. A number of officers, under the 
direction of Captain Georce S. Yarren, Air Corps, have been working on the inventory 
and at this time the work is very nearly completed. 

The “skin list" from the Department Commander's inspection was received on the 
field recently. A number of minor discrepancies were reported, but the field as a 
whole was commended for its excellent appearance. The Department Commander also 
mentioned the excellence of the machine gunnery in his list of commendations. - 

The first three game series in the officers' Volley Ball League was completed, 
the officers representing the 19th Pursuit Squadron holding down first place, with 
the 72nd Squadron officers running a close second. The officers of the 25rd found 
themselves occupying the cellar position when the series closed. 


Scott Field, Illinois, January 8th. 





When weather conditions do not permit flying, all post pilots are required to 
attend a daily bombing class. The course as contemplated consists of both theoret- 
ical and practical work. Fy early spring it is hoped to have some expert bombers 
do a little plein and fancy “gardening". 

The Belleville Business len's Club threw a most excellent stag party to the 
entire Field on Friday evening, Jan.7th. Boxing, singing, dancing, music and free 
lunch were dispensed with lavish hospitality. It was a good party. Even the con~ 
servative capitalists, who received blue passes to mingle with us, will agree with 
this. Nobody gave us a dirty look regarding unpaid Christmas bills or anything. 

Pilots visiting Scott Field during December were Captain Laughlin and Lieut. 
McCune from Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot; Major Bock and Lieut. Robertson from 
Chanute Field; Lieuts. Fleet and O'Connor from Schoen Field; Lieut, Breen from 
McCook Field and Major Coleman from Leavenworth. 

Flying time L/A, 1 man ships, 32 flights, 61 hrs. 41 minutes; 2 man ships, 

30 flights, 77 hours, 42 minutes; RS-1, 1 flight, 2-hours, 30 mihutes. Man hours, 
L/A: 643 hours, 43 minutes, Heavier-than-air, 98 flights, 25 hrs. 10 min. 


Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif. Dec. 27. 








Mr. M.A, Eason, representative of the Leece-Neville Company, gave a very ine s 
structive lecture to a class of 27 non-commissioned officers (mechanics) at this | 
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field, explaining generators, batteries aud control boxes and their setting and ef- 
fect on the ignition system. Much venefit was derived from this lecture due to the 
fact thet Mr, Eason used cormon phrases anc avoided technical language. 

The Board of Cfficers met Dec, 14th to exemine applicants for Flying "Keydets". 
Out of 26 applicants, 15 were present; only 9 qualified in the physical examination, 
four of which were exempted from the mental examination. The remaining five ex- 
pressed their opinion of the mental examination as being very simple and yet so 
"terribly" hard. 

Captain A.E. Esterbrook, A.C . and Capt. Axberg, Washington National Guard, 
were forced-down near Livermore,-Calif,, due to low fog while*ferrying-a Douglas 
0-2 airplane to the Washington National Guard, On their request for assistance, 
Lieut, Haynes and mechanic were dispatched in a Douglas 0-2. After spending the 
week end at Crissy Field, Capt. Esterbrook with his companion proceeded on their 
way to Spokane, Washington, 

Captain Beasor, formerly our Flight Surgeon, and Mrs. Beason are visiting at 
this post. -Capt. Beason is on leave from Hawaii and expects to return. on » the 
next transport scheduled for Hawaii. 

The Hr. Ms. Kruiser "Sumatra" being in port, Lieutenant n/2 end Kl. E.H. Herr’ 
Broche, Air Serivee pilot of the "Dutch" Navy from the Kruiser Sumatra, visited 
Crissy Field and was showm around barracks, hangars and machine shops by Lieut. 
Hackett. Lieut. Herr Broche: expressed himself very enthusiastically about the clean- 
liness of post and barracks, .Being of the Air Serives, he was very much interested 
in American made airvlanes and engines, and especially in the landing géar of the 
0-2 airplane, The "Sumatra", being on a six months' cruise around: the world, carried 
no aircraft aboard, but Licut. Herr Broche invited all pilots to visit his ship. 





Crissy Field, Presidio of Sen Francisco, elites jen 10, 1927.. 





Captain L. Wickey, ist Lieuts. D. Goodrich, D, Ringal and Vv. Melloy anette at 
Crissy Field to. take the transport:for the Philippines. Lieut. R. Brown is here 
awaiting transport to Hawaii, 

It is attention to detail that makes possible the efficiency of the Radio Des 
partment at Crissy Field. For example, all component parts of the sets, with the -— 
exception of the fairlead and antennae reel, are so arranged that complete SCR 134: 
sets can be removed from or installed in all 0-2's in 30 minutes. Lieut. AW. Mar=- - 
riner, chief of the Redio Department, -is. conducting a volunteer class of enlisted 
men from the 91st.Squadron through the intricacies of radio operating. 

A regular radio schedule, once a week, for training in Tactical Radio Proced= 
ure, has béen. started with the 30th Infentry at the Presidio of San Francisco. 

Lieuts. Glascock, Paul, Bryte and Henry motored to Pasadena, Calif., over the 
New Year holidays to attend the Tournament of Roses and the Stanford-Alabama foot- 
ball game. The weather was clear and warm, and they enjoyed the trip very,very much. 

The’ annual aerial gunnery practice will start this month. The tow target - 
course will be over the beach ‘south of the Golden Gate, and the ae targets will 
be located at Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif. 

Flying Cadets G.L, Tefft and.C I, Terris, arrived here from Hawaii to take the 
examination for commission in the Air Corps. 


Headquarters, Philippine Dept., penetas Po; 


















28th Bombardment Syguadron. ‘Theut. nétey A. ‘Walthall left for two months' venee 
with permission to trevel in Chine and Japan, Lieut. Leonidas L, Koontz left for 

one month and five days' leave for the same purpose. With the closing of the year, 
this organization is having quite a few discharges and reenlistments of the person- 
nel, Sgt, William H. Welch, now on furlough in the United States, was discharged — 
Sept. 20th and reenlisted for this organization the next day. Sgt. Louis Kravitz: 


was discharged Sept. 30th, rae took on three more years*with the organization the 
next day. 





66th Service Squadron. Lieut. Charles B. DeShields, a recent arrival in the 

Islands, was assigned to duty with the Squadron as Adjutant and Supply Officer, 
relieving Lieut. Carlton F..Bond, who is our Megs Officer, Post Athletic Officer 
and Educational and Recreation Officer. Tech. Sgt. George Meeks and Staff Set. 

\ Edward Smith were ordered to Brooks Field, Texas, ‘and we all wish them luck at 
Geir new stetion. lst Sgt. Luther Warren, Sgt. Thos. Canfield, Sgt. Delmar Lee 
d Sgt. Albert Rothstein (our Sqén. Sgt. Major) who will leave onthe February 
\ =t7 im V-56 34, A C. 
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transport, are counting the days. iaster Sgt, M.G, Futman, Staff Sgt. John Gorse. 
and Staff Sgt. George McCollum were discharged during the month and took on three 
more years. Steff Sgt. John Gleason will return to the States for discharge. Our 
Acting Supply Sgt. Earl (Windy) Miller hes in for a transfer to the 3rd Pursuit 
Sqdn. at Clark Field, and is expected to leeve in the near future. PFC Edward 
burke, a.new arrival, will take his place as Supply Sergeant. oe 

Flight B, 2nd Observation Squadron, The Flight was the recipient of a new 
Commanding Officer in the person of Capt. D.B. Howard, but he stayed with us only 
a few days. when it fell to his lot to assume commend of the Post, vice Major C.W. 
Howard,.on leave in China. He is expected to take command of the Flight again upon. 
iiajor Howard's return, Lieut. C.C. Chauncey is now the Commanding Officer of 
Flight B. The Flight has had three Non-Coms. transferred from the mother orfaniza- 
tion, stationed on the "Rock", Corregidor Island, viz; Tech. Sgt. William T. Shaw, 
Sgts. William M. Brady and Wm. P. Wright, all of whom have been assigned to the 
hangar. Lieut. James W. Hammond, the oldest officer in point of service with the 
Flight, having been with us since the early part of December, but who for the past 
couple of months was on duty in the Judge-Advocate General's Department, is now sick 
in quarters, having just returned from the Sternberg General Hospital, where he 
spent ebout two weeks for an operation for appendicitis. Lieut. Hammond is appar~ 





ently coming out in first place in the battle of science vs. nature. The Lievten- | 


ant is expected to take command of the 6th Photo Section upon recovery. 

Clark Field, Camp Stotsenburg. Lieut. Frederick V.H. Kimble, who-has been on 
detached service at Department Headquarters as Assistant Air Officer, departed with 
his mother for a six weeks' tour of Japan and China. 

"Clem" McMullen and “Handsome” Heffley have added. greatly. to our athletic 
strength. "Handsome" wields a méan racket and is well‘on his way to winning the 
Stotsenburg Tournament. "Clem" throws a wicked mashie and-is expected to give the 
golfers a run for the cup. Lieuts, Haddon and Williams departed on a 25 days’ 

"Golf Hunt" at Baguio and while there will train for the Philippine Golf Tournament 
to be. held at the Caloocan Course. in Manila. . 

Lieut. James W. Spry announced the arrival of an Assistant Communications 
Officer, possessed of an excellent loud speaker, namely one James W. Spry; Jr. ' 

Out of 8 games’ played so far, the 3rd Pursuit Squadron baseball team lost only 
one game - to the 24th Field Artillery, a mule outfit with lots of men.to pick from, 
We have only around 115 men:on this field, the rest of them being on D8 at Camp 
Stotsenburg or DS at Camp Nichols. And anybody who thinks that, these native sol- 
diers don't know how to play ball knows nothing about them: The first timé our 
team met them they won by the score of 2 t6 1 ~ no ping pong game - the second one 
was not so good, 7 to 4 in our favor; but the last one was surely a hot. one, two 
to nothing in favor of the gallent Air Corpse. Sergeant Hukill, formerly of Langley. 
Field, pitched wonderfully. He was ably assisted by his old standby, catcher 
Blalok, and, needless to say, they were loyally and strongly supported by the rest 
of the team. When Hukill does not pitch Mike Henneck (formerly of Selfridge Field) 
takes the mound. . Mike is no.slouch, either, when.it comes-to pitching, as he hasn't 
lost a game yet. We are still bettingtthe same way - the Third Pursuit keeps the 
championship, if 

Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I. Orders were received transferring Lt. JP. 
Hodges here, thus giving Kindley Field an excellent photographic officer, represen- 
tative of the One Wheel Landing Club, Tennis and Bridge expert of parts. 

General Frank M. Caldwell inspected the post recently, being particularly in- 
terested in the disciplinary training of.the organization and the condition of our 
motor transportation. ; 

Aerial Gunnery Prectice is now-on in full swing. At least it was on for one 
day umtil the marksmanship of the 2nd Observation Squadron gunners sank the target. 
Lieut. Albro constructed a-new target float made of bamboo which he hopes will 
stand the punishment for the balance of the target practice. 

Several X-country flights were made this month to Olongapo and l’ort Wint, 

Major W.B, Duty, Air-Officer, inspected this field,October 25th. 


Headquarters, 2nd Division, Air Corps, Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 


Lts. O.P. Weyland. and Harvey R. Ogden left for Forts brown and Ringgold, Tex- 
as, to participate in maneuvers with ground troops during the Corps Area Command- 








er's inspection of these stations. Successful radio communication, air to ground, 
in liaison and reconnaissance work was accomplished. Douglas Observetion planes, 
-18- V-5634, A.C. j 








ten 
ple 
Fai 
and 


ple 
Ser 
35¢ 
ple 
mor 


and 
sho 
For 
Dur 
due 
Def 


in 
pos 


Spo 


ami) 


- leas 


to ] 


vent 
the 
so ft 
fail 























































radio equipped, were flowmm. Staff Sets. Georse A. Wiggs and Caius Peterson,. 12th 
Observation Squadron, accompanied this flight as alternate pilot and observer. . 
A similar flight was meade by Lieuts, Harry Weddington and Otto P. Weyland to 
Fort Clark, Texas, during the maneuvers of the 5th Cavalry at that station, Lieut. 
Junius A. Smith and Staff Sgt. Henry Williamson, 12th Obs. Sqdn., accompanied this 
flight as observers and radio operators. Douglas Observation planes were flown. 
| ' Visiting pilots are advised that the eastern end of the landing field at-this 
station has been graded and all obstructions removed, also that the field is now 
in excellent condition for landings. 


San Antonio Air intermediate Depot, Duncan Field, Texas. 








Brigadier-General and Mrs. Frank P. Lahm were at home to the officers of the 
Air Corps and their families on New Year's Day. Major and Mrs. J.H, Pirie also 
received at their home on New Year's Day the officers of Duncan Field and their 
families. : 

Christmas at Duncan Field was eerdwenes in the accustomed manner to which the 
children of the officers and employees of the Depot look forward with keenest ane 
ticipation. The annual Christmas Tree entertainment for the children was held at 
the Service Club building on the Post on Dec. 23rd, under the supervision of the 
Civilian Club. As a special concession to an Air Corps activity, Santa Claus are 
rived by airplane (assisted by Mr. L.C. Weber of the Engineering Department), and 
due to the somewhat rainy weather and muddy field, in place of the snow to which 
he is accustomed, he was forced to come down through the chimney in a parachute, 
making a safe landing at the ‘tree, and then proceeding to remember every youngster, 
Ye) that the occasion was most merry. 

‘Lieut. Ivan G. Moorman,one of the Advance Agents of the Pan-American Flight, 
was a visitor here when he dropped in during Christmas week on his return through 
this vicinity. Having formerly been on duty at this station as Operations Officer 
and Chief Test Pilot, he was warmly welcomed by his many old friends. here, 

Mr. Elmer J. Briggs, Airplane Engine Inspector at this. Depot, has been on 
temporary duty since December 20th; being ordered to proceed to the Curtiss Air- 
plane & Motor Corporation at buffalo, N.Y.; thence to Selfridge Field} thence to 
Fairfield, 0.; and return here, in connection with instruction on the manufacture 
and maintemance of Curtiss D-12 engines, 

The Civilian Social Club at the Depot once more successfully effected the re- 
placement of the Old Year with the New Year.in its Masquerade Ball, held at the 
Service Club Building on the Post on New Year's eve, Everybody turned out, some 
350 employees and their families and friends attending. The music was especially 
pleasing, and from 8 o'clock on the last night of 1926 to 4 o'clock of the first 
morning of 1927, the New Year's spirit was manifested to the fullest extent. 


Manshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, December 1926.. 








The officers of the 7th Division Air Corps are not flying much this month, 
and do not expect to fly much during two months to follow, because of the gas 
shortage. The aerial observation course for officers in the Cavalry School at 
Fort Riley has been discontinued temporarily, but will be resumed about March lst. 
During this’ period when the flying hours are scarce, Capt. Thomas Boland is con- 
ducting a school for Air Corps officers in Military Organization and the National 
Defense Act of 1920, 

Capt. Early E.W. Duncan, who is taking the Cavalry course at Fort Riley, gets 
in some fine pay hops at Marshall Field. Early is one of the busiest men on the 
post and finds very little time for social activities: 

Capt. Warner B. Gates returned to the organization for duty; - assuming the re- 
Sponsibilities of the office of Operations Officer. 

Capt. Frank C, Venn, M.C., our temporary Flight Surgeon, had the task of ex- 
amining applicants for the Flying Cadets' course, Upon his return from a month's 
‘leave he will remain with the organization until about March 15th, when he will go 

to Brooks Field for primary flying training. 

Seven Air Corps Lieutenants were recently detailed to assist in a Q.M. In- 
ventory. The job lasted about one week. Lieut. Dyer was sick in quarters with 
the "Flu" for two days; Lieut. Randall noticed that Dyer stayed away for two days 
80 took special pains to be "policed" from a horse during a hunt on Sunday and 
failed to show up for two days following. 
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On December 10th seven ships from this field were piloted to St.Joseph, Mo., 
on a cross-country training formation flight to insvect the new aviation field there, 
Lieut. Morrison looked around for Secretary "Somebody" whom he met in Saint soe the 
last time, but had forgotten the rame. Major Arnold saw an old friend, Blsie Janis, 
of stage fame, to whom he introduced all his. officers, Capt. Gates, Lieut. Bevans 
end Lieut. Dyer puffed at their vipes (see ad for Velvet smoking tobacco). Elsie 
was told there were overseas friends waiting tc see her. Some of the officers did 
get overseas, but most of them were from over the Missouri River, 

Lieut. Fisher is a diplomat. He doesn't decline invitations, but waits until 
time for the dinner and then sends a wire such as this - "Motor trouble, and can't 
get back to Fort Riley in time for your dinner." 

The Air Corps Basketball team won all its three games played by a good ey 
Fisher is coach and also the only officer on the team. 

The Air Corps Officers' Club was entertained by Lieut. and Mrs. Jewett and 
later by Capt. end Mrs, Gates, 


Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot, Fairfield, Ohio. Jan. 10, 

~~ Feather Time, who ne never fails to wind up the affairs of the old year. on sched- 
ule time, has again visited us and started us on our way for the New Year. The 
passing of the old year was celebrated in an appropriate way om New Year's eve at 
the Officers' Club, the entire commissioned personnel being present. In honor of 
the occasion, the Club was decoreted with evergreen trees, the branches being cov- 
ered with snow and ice. The orchestra played in the Frost King's den, hemmed in by 
icicles, ‘and refreshments were served from an ice palace, But as Long as hearts. 
were warm and merry, who cared for the wintry wirds without? 

‘A Board of Officers we's appointed to meet January 17th to examine candidates 
for appointment as 2nd Lieuteuents in the Air Corps, consisting of Major A meg: 
Captains John G. Colgen, €.T.C, Buckner, Thomas H, Miller and Lieut. H.L. Clark. 

The Engineering Depariment(Repair Shops) worked full time during Christmas 
week, this being the first time in six years that work continued as usual during the 
holiday season. It looks as though business was picking up. 

Captain Edward Laughlin and Lieut. Milo McCune flew to San Antonio and returned 
in a'CO0-4 during December, just prior to the start of the Pan-American Flight. They 
were on detached service during this period and had an opportunity to assist in the 
preparations for the big flight. 

Major John C. McDonnell, formerly in command of the 88th Squadron at Wright 
Field, and who was recently in command of the Air Corps troops at Camp Anthony Wayne, 

Pailadelphia, returned to Wright Field for a few days in December. He has been 
assigned as Air Officer for the 3rd Corps Area at Baltimore, Md. 

Lieut. C.W. O'Connor ferried a Martin Borber to Rockwell Field, leaving men 
Field on December 7th. He returned in an 0-2 from Santa Monica, Calif. 

Ephreim Harding, a valued employee of the Engineering Department , died on Dec. 
6th as a result of an automobile eccident.. Mr. Harding had worked in the machine 
shop since 1918, being one of the oldest employees in point of service. 

Lieut. M nN. Stewart expects to leave for the Cenal Zone in the next two, months. 

Lieut. S.G. Frierson was appointed Post Adjutant, succeeding Lieut. R. A. Dunn. 

Major A.W. Robins has the highest individual game (236) in bowling at the Post 
Gymnasium alleys up to Dec. 28th. Mrs. Robins has the highest individual game among 
the ladies - 191. The seven highest averages for officers, ladies, enlisted men 
and civilians are given below, viz: 

Lieut. Bartron, 165; W.0. Brewer, 163; Major Robins, 158; Lieut. Hamlin,157; 
Lieut. Niergerth, 151; Lt. Stewart, 151; Capt. Laughlin, 145. Ladies - Mrs. Robins, 
136; Mrs. Myers, 129; Mrs. Brown, 127; Mrs. Ritchie, 121, Mrs, Ahlbrand, 118; lirs. 
Van Pelt, 116; Mrs. Bennett, 115. ‘Rnlisted men - Stevens, 172; Nigbie, 163; Sher- 
man, 160; Britch, 156 ; Pielemeir, 155; Flynn, 154; NcLelland, 156. Civilians - 

Van Pelt, 170; Stephens, 1706; Ahibrand , 148, Williams, 147; Reed, 143; Harris, 137; 
Brewer, 136. 





France Field, Panama Canel Zone. 





Bad November weather failed to nalt the many activities going on at France 
Field, as our fliers carried out many cross-country flights and many successful mis- 
sions with other branches of the Army. November down here is generally considere 
by old timers and weather prophets as being Panama's worst month, due to the many | 


heavy rains, tropical thunder showers and sudden changes in climate. 
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Ane weather is so changoable and peculiar here during certain times in November that 
fan observer might glance at the sky for weather conditions and find a beautiful clear 
sky with the sun shining brightly and an unobstructed vision for miles. Within the 

short space of 15 or 20 minutes the same observer might. find himself completely sure 
, rounded by heavy black clouds, his vision being completely cut off with a dowpour 
of rain so terrific as to make him run for cover. As an illustration of these pe- 
culiar rains, the writer has seen it cloudy over one side of the street or road with 
a downpour of rein extending only half way across, with the sun shining and the 
street perfectly dry on the other half, , ; 

There appears to be certain periods at this time of the season when thick black 
rain clouds seem to move up to just a certain spot or line as though same had been 
‘accurately measured for thom, drop their cargo of water and drift away. 

Since his arrival here our Post Commander, Col.Fisher, has been caught in the 
air twice by these tropical rainstorms and was forced to land at small emergency 
landing fields within three or four miles of the France Field airdrome. 

Regardless of the rain and bad weather, the 7th Observation Squadron has kept 
busy. In addition to regular training in bombing, cross-country, gunnery, radio, 
etc., 15 Coast Artillery missions were successfully carried out with the Coast Dee 
fesnes of Cristobal and Balboa. Actual firing was carried on by 6-inch rifles, 12- 
inch mortars and 14-inch rifles at towed tarcets, ranging from eigh to eighteen 
thousand yards out at sea, During each mission, two-way radio was successfully 
carried out. The observers executing these missions were Lieuts. Canfield, Hutch= 
ins, Howard, McHugo, Dowman, Bushey and Williams. 

Twice each week the 7th Squacron carried out Sabbediaane radio test missions with 
Navy seaplanes, SCR 73 and SCR 134 transmitting sets being used with airplane super- 
heterodyne receivers, These missions were carried on for nen purposes and 
were of much value. to both services. 

- On Nov. 29th the Squadron carried out missions ‘during the morning and night, 

In the execution of minor joint exercises between the Harbor Defense of Cristobal, 
the Panama Canal Air Forces and the Navy, the duty of the Air Force was to locate 
and report by radio enemy submarines which were simulating an attack on the Atlan- 
nl tic entrance to the Canal. Some of the submaFines were located and reported while 
completely submerged. A plane took off’ at 6:30 and patrolled the water area along 
y the Atlantic entrance to the Canal until 9:30 P.M., reporting the location: of sub- 
marines as far as ten miles out at sea, 
_ The 24th. Squadron, besides carrying out 9 missions with the Anti-Aircraft, was 
_ busy with. regular training in radio and buzzer practice, lectures for officers, on 
Air Corps subjects, special instruction for enlisted men in electricity, airplane 
rigging, engines, magnetos, carburetors and armament, aerial gunnery, bombing, for-= 
mation, crossscountry.and regular test flights. 

The 25th Squadron, in addition to carrying out 12 trackisig and tow target mis- 
sions with the Anti-Aircraft, was busy with regular garrison duties, such as radio 
and bugzer practice, special instruction in radio equipment, lectures for officers 

-on Air Corps subjects, school for non-commissioned officers, special instruction for 
enlisted classes in airplane armament, transmission, tactical training, camera ob-= 


scura , formation flying and the winning of the inter-equadron baseball league pen- 
: nant, 
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The 63rd ‘Squadron, performed assembly, salvage, repair and inspection of air- 
craft, regular shop work, overhauling motors and equipment, regular test flights 
and cross-country flights. 

The 12th Photo Section, being somewhat hampered in it s aerial work due to bad 
5, weather conditions, carried on the instruction of classes in theoretical and prac- 

tical, Krabi ws soe work. 

& total of 63 missions. were. carried out by all squadrons with other branches of 
the. service during the month,-as follows: 11 with the Coast Artillery Harbor De- 
fense of Balboa and Cristobal; 11 missions operating with Infantry Brigades, regi- 
hents and separate battalions; 7 communication test patrols and 21 missions with the 
meewaarorert units, tracking and towing targets: for anti-aircraft machine gun 

lring, 

Rain hampered post athletics, but some very good inter-squadron baseball games: 
Were played. The inter-squadron league series:finished with the 25th being declared 
s+ Champions, winning six of the seven ‘games played, The 25th is soon to be. presented 

® With a beautiful silver cup as a rewerd. It was due to the excellent pitching of 
Lieut, Eaton; backed up by a very fast infield, that the 25th was able to romp 
hame with the bacon, without ever being pressed wry hard by any of the other 
Squadrons, 
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Three @f the France Field figrters won bronze medals as a result of their of- 

forts in the inter-post and Depertient boxing tournament, viz; Stefi Sgt. Randa? 
L.Bose, 25th Sqdn,, as post featherweight; Pvt. John M. Fisher, 63rd Sacn., as Dust 
bantamweight, and Corp. Charles Witt, 7th Sadn., as post lightweight. ; 

The Department Commander congratulated the participants and the entire comnand 
on the interest and enthusiasm displayed and upon the manner in which the tournament 
was conducted and brought to a successful conclusion, ~ 

Officers and enlisted men selected to represent France Field in the Department 
small arms competition in rifle and nistol shooting to be held at Fort Clayton, Cane’ 
Zone, commencing Dec, 14+h, were Lieut. Harrison Crocker, 63rd Sqdn.; Staff Sgt. Don. 
eld Herb, 7th Sqdn.; Staff Set. Malcolm Uhl, 24th Sadn.; Sgt. Dale Thomas, 63rd Sqdn, 
and Pvt. Omar McMinn, 25ih Scdn. These men began intensive training in the hope of 
being able to uphoid the fine shooting reputation of France Field, 

Many changes, both in commissioned and enlisted personnel, are still going on, 
Capt. Connell, Lieuts. Evans, Ott and Kennedy returned from leave; Major J.W. Jones, 
after three busy years as Post Operations Officer, departed for station at Langley 
Field, Va.; Lieut. Boyd has not been heard from - he is seeing the sights of London 
and Paris; Lieut. Fernsten left for Brooks Field, also Lt. Raley; Lt. Curry for Fort 
Crockett; Lt. Morgan for Kelly; Lt. Minter for Selfridge; ond Lt. E.M. Robbins for 
Rockwell. Twenty-six recruits reported for assignment. Master Sgt. Carducci and 
Staff Sgt. Scott reported, the former being assigned to the 12th Photo Section and 
the latter to the 63rd Sqdn. Carducci comes back as a repeater having prevsweney 
put in a "hitch" at France Field. © 

The Post. Headquarters building was slightly modified to.care for the additional 
office force required by late changes. Major R.M. Jones still holds the chair ae Ex. 
ecutive Officer; Li. O.K. Rabbins, the Adjutant; Lt. Cumberpatch, Personnel Adjutant; 
Tech. Sgt. W .D. Lucy, Post Sgt. Major and Staff Sgt. Herman, Personnel Sgt. Major, 
Lieut. Dale V. Geffney took over the duties of Operations Officer, rélieving Major 
J.W. Jones. He is well qualified to fill this position, having previously held dow 
the job both at France Field and stations in the States prior to his coming to Francs 
Field. Lieut. Zane and biester Sgi. Wejdowicz are running the Panama Air Depot and 
the Air Corps Supply, while Capt. Connell and Chief Clerk Staff. Sgt. Rush are making 
things run ‘smoothly in the Engineering Office. Captain Connell is also ‘commanding 
the 63rd Sqdn., with Sgt. Calvert as ‘ist Set. Lt. McHugo is commanding the ‘7th Sqdn. 
with Sgt. Brainard as 1st. Sgt. Capt. W. Randolph, in command of the 25th Sqdn., has 
“Sgt. Smith as lst Sgt. Lieut. Roderick Ott’ commands the 24th Pursuit Sqdn., with 
Sgt. Roberts as lst Sgt. Li. McDonald is commanding the 12th Photo Section; Lt. Ken- 
nedy is acting Post Quantérmaster and Lt. Schneider, Post Signal Officer, Major Bev- 
erley, being the only Surgeon on the field, is kept on the. go most of his time. 

Two Flying Cadets, John H, Jones from Mitchel Field. and Harold C. Beedle from 
Selfridgé Field recently arrived here, it being the first time in the history of 
France Field thet a flying cadet was ordered here for station. TYiéy-are at present 
living and messing at the Officers' Club and were warmly received by all. They both 
appear anxious to get back into the saddle end do some flying. As Kipling would exe 
press it - "If these boys like the flying game, they have an unlimited field of op- 
portunities in front of them. " 

There were many outing and social activities during the morith, both among of- 
ficers and enlisted men = a number of excelient dances and dinner parties for the 
officers and their families at the Hotel Washington, Bilgray’ s Roof Garden and the 
Strangers' Club in the tow of Colon. The enlisted men's social slub conducted tw 
dances in the big auditorium at the field which-were well attended, more than 500 
being present at each of these affairs. 

A new wrinkle has been added to dinner parties, known as the Treasure Hunt. 
Somebody hands out a clue that leads to other clues, resulting” in final discovery 
of buried treasure somewhere eight or ten miles from the place of the dinner party. 
France Field is not slow by any means when it comes to auto racing to the scene of 
the buried treasure, as it has now 58 privately-owned «automobiles on the post - all 
wakes and types from the lowest Ford to the Cadillac and Lincoln. © 

Our flying field proper was greatly improved by the concrete drainage ditch 
now being constructed across the field. Work is also progressing very nicely upon 
the construction of the new sets of non-commissioned officers’ quarters. . 

Now that "Beaucoup" aviation gas was'received at the field, our next report 
wili cover some interesting cross-country hops over the interior of ae ae of 
Panama. This is the first shipment for France Field coming via the Pacific. en 
tanker first discharged part of its cargo on the Pacific side for wey we a 
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then on the Atlantic side for the Panama Canal and finally at Coco Solo into the 
pipe line for France Field. 


Fort Crockett, Galveston, Toxas, January Sth. (Third Attack Groun) 





Two Dougles O-2 planes, after undergoing overhaul at the San Antonio Air In- 
termediete Depot, are now ready for delivery to this station and will shortly be 
exchanged for two more to be sent for overhaul. ‘he Losning Amphibian COA-1 ase 
signed to the 3rd Attack Group as a rescue ship is also undergoing overhaul and is 
expected to be returned within a few weeks. The Douglas transport C-l has been in 
almost constant use since its assignment to this station. The TA-6 Huff-Daland 
which was used almost exclusively by the Commanding Officer, is at presert being - 
used for transition for other pilots, while Major Lackland has adopted one of the 
new Curtiss 0-l's, three of which were assigned to the Group for tacticel use. Two 
Jennys for the use of Keserve Officers, Junior Airplane pilots and for the examin- 
ation of new J.A.P's are also assigned. The remaining ships, all Douglas 0-2's, as- 
signed as the tactical plane of the Attack Group are mounted at present with arma= 
ment equipment and are being used in daily training. 

The Group is in the midst of its training season, conducting for all pilots, 
according to schedule, reccanaissance missions, formation flying, aerial. machine 
gunnery and, later, bombing. 

“Great interest is being taken in preparation for the Air Corps machine gunnery 
and bombing competition and the spring maneuvers, It is expected that the envire 
flying personnel and eouinmerit “g the Group will participate, leaving enough of- 
ficers to conduct necessary vest activities, 

Under Capt. Joseph H. Davidson, Operations Officer, the Groun is receiving 
training which will enable our pilots to carry off their usual honors in 1927, dea 
spite the strenuous period of construction, the lack of facilities and other’ 
obstacles. 

Throughout the move to Fort Crockett, and its resulting difficulties of reha- 
bilitation and of building its own necessities, the fact that the 3rd Attack Group 
is primarily a flying organization was never lost sight of, even when a large per 
centage of its men were doing manual lebor in filling holes, herding cattle off the 
field to enable a plane to land, building shelter, etc. In additicn to regular fly- 
ing training, the entire personnel attends school daily - the men in professional 
subjects and the pilots in subjects peculiar to flying and attack eS as. well 
as imtensive courses in the Courts Martial Manual, etc, 

Six flying cedets and one Reserve officer are -preparing to take the special 
examination for appointwent in the Regular Army. 

Cross-country flights are participated in by all pilots insofar | as the gasoline 
allowance will permit. 

‘Among extended cross-country flights engaged in by Third Attack Group pilots 
during the past few months aré; Lieut. G.A.McNenry, in a Douglas O-2 to San Diego, 
Calif., and return; 2nd Lt. H.M,. Turnsr in an 0-2 to Des Moines, Iowa, and return; 
Capt. J.H. Davidson, in ‘an 0-2 to McCook Field, acting as a menter of a Board of 
Attack Aviation to boliing Field and return; 2nd Lt. H.W. Anderson in an 0-2 to 
Missoula, Montana, and return; 2nd Lt. G.C, McGinley, Douglas C-l to McCook Field 
with Capt. J,H. Davidson; lst Lt. G.A. McHenry, 2nd Lts. H.S. Vandenverg, A.L, 
Bump,Jr. and H.M. Turner ac passengers, the latter returning to Fort Crockett, pi- 
loting three Curtiss 0-1 planes, one 0-23 and one 0-20; znd Lt. John 7. Cuallet, 
Fort Crockett to Kelly Fisld ‘as passenger in C-1, Kelly Field to Belling Field in 


‘DH-4M2, Bolling to McCook Field in Fokker C0-4 and McCook to Fort Crockett in 


Douglas 0-2; 2nd Lt. H.W. Anderson, in Douglas C-l with 7 varrort to Chanute 
Field via Kelly Fielé and return. 

Lieut. H.S. Vandenberg, Asst. Operations Officer, was for several weeks on 
detached service at Keliy Field with a Curtiss 0-1 participating in the operations 
connected with the motion picture "Wings". . 

Lieut. Charles Mcx. Robinson, rd Attack Group, is on detached service as pi- 


lot and supply officer of the Pan-American Fiight. 


Christmas hpligeys for the Group end all other personnel at Fort Crockett ex= 
tended from reveille, Dec. 24th until reveille, Jan. 3, 1927, with only such nec- 
essary work as guard, care of airplanes and equipment hesny performed. Adventage 
was taken by all hands of liberal passes-and holiday furloughs to visit relatives 
and friends at other pleces. 

A Christmas tree was held at the Service Club for all children of the presi. 


It was sponsored by Mrs. Katherine Lackland, Major Lackland's mother, who, acs sted 


-23— V=-5534, A.C, 




























Aine SU RU DD EES 


by other ladies of the post, put forth untiring effort, resulting in an attractive 
Christmas Eve party thoroughly enjoyed by all wembers of the post, perticulnucly ry 
the youngsters, for each of whom Santa Claus, in the person of Lieut. John L, 
Hitchings, had a substantial gift. 

Christmas dinners in the Squadrons of the Attack Group surpassed anything yet 
seen in the superior messes of the organization, not even being rivalled by the ex- 
cellent dinners of Thanksgiving and of Organization Day, Sept, 13, 1926, which have 
gone down in the history of the Group's food sonoisseurs, 

The 60th Service Squadron mess, under the able direction of the Master Mess Sgt, 
Wm. F, Feiertag, was set under a falling snow storm simulated by thousands of sus- 
pended cotton balls mingled with Christmas decorations. a 

The 8th Attack Squadron Mess, conducted by Mess Sgt. R.C. Shireman, was deco- 
rated as a magnificient Christmas Palace, with multiplé Christmas trees. 

The 99th Attack Squadron Mess (Mess Sgt. Daniel Stone) was beautifully done as 
a Holiday Lodge, with the Squadron Christmas Tree flanked by old fashioned fireplace:, 

The Group Commander, with his staff and invited guests from the Galveston Cham- 
ber of Commerce, inspected the messes at noon, and joined with the organizations at 
dinner, where all families of officers and enlistéd men were entertained ws squad~ 
ron guests. ; : 

On Nov, 12th and 13th an inspecting party, composed of Hon. F. Trubee Davison, 
Asst, Sec. of War; Brig.sGen. James E. Fechet, Asst. Chief of Air Corps, and Brig.- 
Gen. Wm.E . Gillmore visited Fort Crockett and the Third Attack Group, giving a com- 
plete inspection to all points and activities on the station. Soon after their 
arrival by air from Kelly Field they atténded a wild goose and duck luncheon at the 
Officers' Mess, followed by a ground review of the troops of the Third Attack Group. 
They were. then met by members of the Galveston Chamber of Commerce and shown various 
points of military interest by automobile and boat, particularly the opportunities 
toward development of the San Jacinto military reservation as an Air Base. The Asst, 
Secretary of War and the two general officers were house guests of Major Lackland 
while at the post. | : : 

On Nov. 13th an aerial and attack demonstration was held near the airdrome for 
the inspecting party, followed by a luncheon in the city given by Mr. I.H. Kempner. 
Early in the afternoon the members of the party were transported to Kelly Field by 
Attack Group pilots in the three new Curtiss 0-1 planes belonging to the Group, 

The Non-commissioned Officers of the Group gave a dance for their members and 
guests which proved to be one of the social functions of the season on the post. 

Two dances for enlisted personnel of the post were held at.the ball room and gym~ 
nasium, both of which were largely attended and thoroughly enjoyed. 


Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla., January 12th. 





The chief topic of conversation among the Air Corps personnel at this station 
during the past two weeks has been “/"Where Ho We Go From Here", caused by the un- 
official report that the 44th Observation Squadron will be transferred from Fort 
Sill in June. This uncertainty has been somewhat diminished by newspaper reports 
that Kelly Field, Texas, will be our destination. © 

Two Reserve Officers, Capt. B.S. Graham and Lt, J.G, Haizlip, both of Norman, 


,Okla., completed 15 days' active duty training on Jan. 5th. On the morning of the 
‘last day of training Lieut. Haizlip staged about the dizziest exhibition of stunt 


flying seen here for many a day. Flying a Waco plane owed by Capt. Graham and 
himself, he gave conclusive proof of his ability as a pilot, and at times the way 
he maneuvered the ship was positively uncanny. 

Ten days of civil life was enough for our parachute jumping cebebrity, Private 
George W. Wehling, who was discharged and reenlisted last month, He got as far as 
New Orleans, La. before being overcome by homesickness or shortage of funds, or per- 
haps both, and decided to return to the fold. Any way he is now back in the para- 
chute department. . 

Staff Sgt. Wm.F. Conroy returned last week from detached service at the Airway‘ 
station at Fort Worth, Texas. Bill didn't eeem very well pleased, but is bearing 
up well. Incidentally, while at Fort Worth he joined the "Army That Never Won a 
Battle" with a life sentence in the Matrimonial Disciplinary Institution. 

The majority of the enlisted men of the 44th Squadron appear to be very well 
pleased with the proposed transfér to Kelly Field and apparently there will be no 
general exodus by, purchase or transfer to avoid going. Perhaps the pleasurable an- 
ticipation of getting to a warmer clime is responsible, due to the cold weather *“ 


have experienced recently. 
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s Wheeler Field, Schofield Parracks, T.i. 





The Department Commander, Maj.-Gen. E.M. Lewis, made his annual. inspection 
of Wheeler Field recently and announcec that the soldiers of Wheeler Field were 
the best dressed of any in the Hawaiinn Department, also that Wheeler Field and 
one other organization had shown the most marked general improvement of all troops 
in the Department. The results of our inspection were very gratifying to all and 
justify the hard work and painstaking plans that won the approval of the Department 
Commander. Preceding the inspection of the field, an inspection and review of 
the Squadron on foot was held under the command of Capt, Signer. 

Due to the annual inspection and inclement weather, little flying activities- 
were engaged in, only one field artillery mission being reported, The balance was 
routine and airdrome flying, including parachute tests during which ell parachutes 
at this field were tested with dumny weights. - 

Recently a three-ship flight took off at 9:35 A.M. for the Island of Maui 
amid a slight downpour of “Liquid sunshine". After three minutes the flight had 
reached clear sky and proceeded to climb toward Honolulu and Diamond Head, gaining 
altitude to cross the channel to Molokai. The flight consisted of Lt, Fey as 
pilot with Lieut. O'Connellas observer, leading; Capt. Signer with Corp. Niemann 
as mechanic; Lieut. Wood with Corporal Morris as radio operator. The channel 
between Oahu and Molokai was crossed at 8,000 feet with a’ head wind of approximate- 
ly 30 miles par hour. The near shore of Molokai was visible from above Koko Head 
though the greater part of the island was covered with clouds. The flight arrived 
over the coast of Molokai at 10:15 and was forced to descend below the clouds to 
about 5,000 feet, skirted the southern shore line and crossed the channel between 
Molokai and Meui at about 7,000 feet. Maui was covered with clouds at an altitude 
of about 5,000 feet. From the east coest of Molokai, Mt. Haleakala on Maui and 
Meuna Kea and Mauna Loa on Hawaii could be seen sticking up through the clouds, 
The clouds at this point presented a véry vivid and beautiful picture. The flight 
landed at Kahului Field at 11:20 A.M. The radio ship kept in communication with 
Pearl Harbor at all times. The flight took off from Kahului Field se¥eral days 
later at 9:10 A.M. after the radio ship had been innthe air checking in with 
Pearl Harbor for 20 minutes. Clouds forced the flight down to about 5,000 feet 
crossing thannel between Maui and Molokai. A strong tail wind was blowing and the 


flight made the return trip in one hour, landing at Wheeler Field at about 10:15 A. 
M, 


Lieuts. B.T, Castor, R.L. Williamson and C.S, Thorpe joined the organization. 




















